
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Cooke 
County Commissioners court is 
taking action to ensure the up-
keep of a historic cemetery which 
provided a fi nal resting place for 
some of the city’s destitute citi-
zens.
 During the Monday, April 12, 
court meeting, commissioners 
heard a report from county resi-
dent Kenny Bezner about main-

tenance and upkeep on a “potter’s 
cemetery” at West Highway 82. 
Th e commissioners took no ac-
tion following the report but the 
county is expected to assume some 
responsibility for the property.
 “As you all know, and maybe 
some of you don’t know about 
the cemetery there,” Bezner said. 
“It’s a potter’s fi eld. Th e county 
buried some of the indigent there 
when the poor farm was in exis-
tence from the late 1800s to the 
1920s. Eighteen bodies are bur-

ied there. Th ey were indigent 
burials. I’m sure they had mark-
ers there at one time, and over 
time, I think when they were 
building the highway, they dis-
covered it again.”
 He said the graves were marked 
with simple stones. “When I 
found out about it, I thought it 
my Christian duty to take care 
of or do something to main-
tain the dignity of the dead and 
then when I found it was an old 
county’s poor farm cemetery, I 

thought ‘Why isn’t the county 
taking care of it?’’
 Bezner noted he’s been keeping 
the cemetery mowed with both 
lawnmowers and brush cutters 
for “three or four years.” Some 
have helped with the work. Oth-
ers including Zimmerer Kubota 
have donated the use of lawn 
mowers. He also noted others 
have expressed interest in the 
project. He said the fence has 
been severely damaged. “I’m just 
looking to see if the county would

(Continued on Page 12)
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County Offi  cials Urge Residents

to Continue CDC Guidelines
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE As of Friday, 
April 9, Cooke County offi  cials 
indicated the number of active 
COVID-19 cases was 21 com-
pared to 29 cases April 2. Total 
cases reported were 3,675 on April 
9 compared to 3,661 reported 
April 2. Th e number of COVID 

deaths remains at 62 according 
to the Cooke County Pandemic 
page. Th e same number of deaths 
were reported April 2.
 Texas State Department of 
Health Services reported a to-
tal of 2,422,139 statewide cases 
April 12 compared to 2,403,393 
cases April 5.
 Harris County logged, as of 
Monday, April 12, 381,974 cases 

of COVID-19. Dallas County 
reported 253,889 cases April 
12 compared to 252,583 cases 
April 5. Tarrant County reported 
213,211 cases April 12 compared 
to 210,413 cases logged April 5.
 In the counties which border 
Cooke County, Grayson County 
had 11,141 cases April 12 com-
pared to 11,082 confi rmed cases 
April 5.

 Denton County reported 
53,763 cases April 12 compared 
to 53,380 cases April 5.
  Wise County had 5,994 cases 
April 12 compared to 5,977 cas-
es April 5 and 1,750 cases were 
confi rmed in Montague County 
as of April 12 compared to 1,748 
April 5. Love County, Oklahoma 
reported 1,472 cases April 12 
compared to 1,457 April 5.

Commissioners Discuss Potter’s 
Cemetery; Approve Rock Bid

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Th ere are a few heated lo-
cal elections taking place next 
week – Gainesville Mayor, 
Gainesville City Council and 
two places for GISD Board of 
Trustees. It is great to see so 
much excitement around some 
of these races! We put together 
a candidate forum for these 
so everyone can go see who is 
running and what they stand 
for. Pages 5, 8 and 9 contain 
the good juicy information so 
go check it out!

 On a separate note, if any-
one needs bundles of old news-
papers, we have an abundance 
here at the offi  ce. Usually we 
give them out about as fast as 
we have gotten them but with 
COVID protocols this past 
year they have been steadily ac-
cumulating. Th ey are great for 
moving, fi replaces, wrapping 
paper and anything with pets. 
Just stop by our offi  ce and we 
will get you set up.

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Th e Texas DSHS off ers Co-
vid-19 vaccinations in our 
Gainesville offi  ce for adults 18 
and up with little to no wait 
time.
 El DSHS de Texas ofrece 
vacunas de Covid-19 en nues-
tra ofi cina de Gainesville para 
adultos mayores de 18 años 
con poco o ningún tiempo de 
espera. 
Appointment necessary/Cita 
es necesaria: 940.612.4670 / 
940.612.4671 / 940.612.4673.

++++++++

 VISTO is once again set to 
host their yearly fundraising 
event “Murder76240!” Last 
year they postponed the event 
due to COVID protocols but 
are now ready to have some 
fun! Th is year’s theme is “Once 
Upon a Murder” – a Fairy Tale 
style murder mystery. So come 
see all the greats like Red Rid-
ing Hood, Rapunzel, Prince 
Charming, Snow White and 
more as they are played by 
some of your local favorite 
people!  Murder76240 is set 
for April 15 at the State Th e-
ater in Gainesville. Give VIS-
TO a shout at 940-668-6403 
for more information. See you 
there!

Morton Museum Sneak Peek - Staff members, volunteers and patrons of 
the Morton Museum of Cooke County held a reception April 8 for a look at 
improvements to the building. The changes were courtesy of a grant from 
Cooke County Commissioners.                 (The Weekly News Photos)  

Gainesville City Council Approves 

Eikon for Transfer Station Services
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
City Council unanimously ap-
proved at its April 6 meeting an 
agreement with Eikon Consult-
ing Group for additional services 
related to professional design 
services for the city’s transfer sta-
tion.
 “We signed a contract with 
Eikon to design our new trans-
fer facility and also help us get 
the permit for the transfer sta-
tion,” City Manager Barry Sul-
livan said. “And we’re going to 
amend the permit. We had our 
fi rst meeting with [Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Qual-
ity] and TCEQ says, ‘Well, we’re 
going to put an “a” behind your 
number to show it’s an amend-
ment but we’re not going to let 
you do an amendment. You have 
to do a whole new permit.”
 Th e increase in fees is expected 
to be $6,000 and will be derived 
from the 2018 bond fund, ac-
cording to information provided 

by the city.
 Sullivan noted the city hasn’t 
had a TCEQ permit since the 
1970s. “We have to update 
all the data to come up with a 
new standard,” he said, adding 
“I guess probably 40 years later 
that’s probably to be expected.” 
 Th e council also approved 
adoption of a water master plan, 
waste water master plan, thor-
oughfare and sidewalk plan and 
street utility maintenance pro-
gram master plan.
 “We reviewed these last week 
quite in detail,” Sullivan said. 
“We will never see the end of this 
in our lifetime. I believe they had 
$705 million worth of recom-
mended improvements. Th ese 
are diff erent from our last SUMP 
program which was $210 million 
because that only looked at basic 
maintenance, what we needed 
to do for maintenance. Th is also 
looked at maintenance but also 
what we needed to grow in the 
next 25 years. Th ese plans will 
be used for impact fees which 
we’ve already covered and to help 

us determine if we want to do 
that. It will also help us in the fu-
ture… We are a city that does not 
put plans on the shelf and just 
let it gather dust. Every year, we 
get them out. We work through 
them. We do a budget. We do a 
fi ve year budget off  of them and 
we move forward.”
 Gainesville City Council also 
presented the Employee of the 
Month Award for April to Cap-
tain Alan Bryan of Gainesville 
Fire-Rescue. He was lauded for 
his customer service to Gaines-
ville residents and his help set-
ting up shelters and warming 
stations during the February 15-
19 snowstorm which included 
rolling blackouts from the power 
grid and at times, subzero tem-
peratures. He also inspected a va-
cant building and found the fi re 
sprinkler system in the building 
had frozen and burst due to the 
extremely cold temperatures. Sul-
livan said Bryan’s actions saved 
the city thousands of gallons of 
water. Bryan also assisted with 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics 

at the Gainesville Civic Center.
 Th e council also approved a 
consent agenda which included 
minutes of the March 16 city 
council meeting and the March 
23 city council workshop.
 Th e council approved a resolu-
tion in affi  rmation of actions of 
the Gainesville Economic De-
velopment Corporation which 
elected a slate of offi  cers for 
2020-2021. 
 A resolution approving actions 
of the GEDC to approve exten-
sion of the employment contract 
between the GEDC and the 
GEDC executive director.
 Sullivan also presented a con-
tract renewal for an electric-
ity contract renewal for January 
2022.
 “A couple of weeks ago the 
council gave me authority to sign 
an electrical contract up to 101 
months or 8.4 years as long as the 
rate was under 3.75 cents,” he 
said. We did a reverse option. We 
got the results and we looked at 
two possibilities, and actually the

(Continued on Page 2)
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Gainesville City Council Approves 

Eikon for Transfer Station Services
(Continued from Page 1)

cheapest deal we came up 
with was doing the 101 
months. Generally the fur-
ther out you go you don’t 
always get the better deal 
because they’re afraid what 
might happen in the elec-
tric industry. In fact, only 
two companies could give 
us bids on that and the win-
ning company was TXU 
Electric and they gave us 
a deal for 3.729 cents. We 
currently have a rate for 
3.411 cents but this is a bet-
ter deal because this includes 
nodule congestive charges in 
it. And the last company we 
had those could be added 
and that would be up to 

$34,000 a year added to 
the bill for this congestive 
charges.” He said the savings 
would be up to $37,000.
 Th e council also approved 
a resolution authorizing the 
city council to approve au-
thorization for city manager 
to enter into an agreement 
with the Gainesville Inde-
pendent School District to 
share a polling location for 
the May 1, 2021 general 
election.
 “Th is is just an adminis-
trative duty,” Sullivan said. 
“Th ey’re going to share a 
location hence saving our 
voters having to go to a dif-
ferent location. [Voters can 
simply go to the Gainesville 
Civic Center] and vote. Two 
separate elections. Two dif-
ferent elections. Same build-
ing.”
 In addition the city coun-
cil approved an agreement 
with Cooke County to enter 
into an agreement to pro-
vide voting machines for 
the May 2021 general elec-
tion. 
 “Th ey provide these ma-
chines to the city at no cost,” 
Sullivan said. “All we have to 
do is pay for the program-
ming of it. We generally 

have one machine for early 
voting and one machine for 
the regular voting.” He said 
most voters continue to use 
written ballots.
 “Th ey’ve been doing this 
for years for us,” Sullivan 
said. “We appreciate the ef-
forts but we do have to sign 
a contract with the responsi-
bilities.”
 Th e council also approved 
authorizing the mayor and 
the city secretary to execute 
deeds conveying three tracts 
of land to Oscar Del Rio. 
Th e winning bid was $5,000 
[each] for lots at 307 South 
Taylor Street and 407 South 
Taylor Street and $2,000 at 
830 Beattie Street. So a total 
of $12,000 that we will pay 

and then you will transfer 
the deed to him.”
 Also approved was an 
item approving actions of 
the GEDC to amend the 
GEDC budget for fi scal year 
2020-2021.
 Th e council also approved 
an item establishing a pub-
lic hearing and considering 
land use assumptions and 
the capital improvement 
plan for the city of Gaines-
ville and Gainesville’s extra-
territorial jurisdiction.
 “As you know, we have 
just looked at several master 
plans,” Sullivan said. “We 
discussed those for a cou-
ple of hours last week. Off  
of those, then they moved 
forward, the engineers, 
and they can utilize those 
plans to determine with the 
growth we are going to see 
over the next 25 years what 
is the anticipated growth 
and land use throughout the 
city, and they also say to deal 
with this growth, this is the 
type of infrastructure you 
currently need. Th ey looked 
at streets. Th ey looked at wa-
ter and they looked at sew-
er… Th ey have selected the 
projects that we are going to 
need in the next ten years to 

deal with growth here, and 
then those are what the capi-
tal improvement plan is and 
the land use assumption is 
just how they think we are 
going to grow.”
 Sullivan said by law the 
city has to hire an engineer-
ing company to create a 
plan.
 “Th is is simply fi ve maps 
with a chart on it of the 
improvement projects that 
we are looking to come out 
with,” Sullivan said. “What 
this does is, by law, this is 
one of the few places that 
the council has to vote on 
setting the public hearing 
and so we’re going to set that 
in a little over a month and 
we’ll be putting this in the 

paper at least 30 days prior 
to this public hearing.’
 Th e plan will include a 
review from a CIAC which 
is the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission along 
with a representative from 
the extra territorial jurisdic-
tion and a developer who is 
added to the board to review 
the two plans.
 “Th ey will give you their 
input after the public hear-
ing, and then after the pub-
lic hearing y’all can vote if 
you want to use this future 
land use assumptions and 
these capital improvements 
to move forward,” Sullivan 
said. He said the process is 
fairly complicated and will 
include another public hear-
ing during which the coun-

cil will decide if they want to 
move forward with impact 
fees.”
 Th e council can consider 
recommendations from the 
CIAC and what it wants the 
impact fees to be.
 Th e council also suspend-
ed the charter and approved 
the repeal of the city’s 
20-mile-per-hour speed 
zone at the southwest corner 
of Edison Park.
 “When this ordinance was 
passed originally in 1983, 
that was the main park for 
soccer,” Sullivan said. “And 
since then, we’ve moved all 
offi  cial soccer games and 
offi  cial practices down to 
Keneteso Park and so this 
is sort of an area that jumps 
out real quick at you to 
change speed limit. Parks 
department nor the police 
thinks there is an issue with 
eliminating this ordinance 
and when you eliminate the 
ordinance it just goes back 
to 30 miles per hour like all 
residential streets are if they 
are not marked.”
 Th e council also approved 
purchasing a 2021 boom 
mower for the public works 
department for $150,474. 
Th e mower will be bought 
through the state purchasing 
system.
 It also approved declara-
tion of 44 Spring XD 40 
caliber pistols and training 
ammunition as surplus for 
trade.
 “We have moved to a 9 
mm base,” Sullivan said. 
“And what this is, is our 
backup or off -duty guns that 
we have for the offi  cer to 
carry. And so, we’ll be trad-
ing this in along with the 
ammo and we’ll be receiv-
ing credit for 9 millimeters. 
Th e [Gainesville Police De-
partment] voted to change 
and move over to a Glock 
weapon because they like 
how they shot better than 
the Sigs that they previously 
had and going to a 9 [mil-
limeter] allowed more accu-
racy… and easier for people 
with smaller hands.”
 Sullivan said the weap-
ons are within the approved 
budget and will be pur-
chased through a licensed 
dealer.
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Bobby Earl Lee
(aka Screwball) 

Services
 Bobby Earl Lee went to 
the Lord on April 1, 2021 
in Saint Jo, TX. He passed 
comfortably at home sur-
rounded by his daughter 
and friends. 
 A memorial service will 
take place at 2 p.m. on April 
17 at the First Assembly of 
God, 431 FM 677 Saint Jo, 
TX 76265. Th e service will 
be offi  ciated by Randy Car-
roll and Lyndon Lee. 
History

Bobby was born on April 
30, 1940 in Th ackerville, 
OK to Jack and Mae Bea-
ver Lee. He was a spoiled 
only child, thus he spoiled 
his daughter, granddaugh-
ter and niece. Bob enjoyed 
rodeo, dominoes, reading, 
fi shing and visiting with 
anyone who would listen. 
He was a generous and lov-
ing father, grandfather and 
uncle. 
Survivors

He is survived by his 
daughter, Susan Lee; 
grand¬daughter, Payton 
Carroll; niece/daughter, 
Shirley Dudley and hus-
band, Steve Hefl ey’ broth-
er-in-law, Weldon Turn-

er; sister-in-laws, Nickie 
Turner and Ann Hud-
dleston; cousins, Lyndon 
Lee, Chuck Lee, Dennis 
Lee and Lisa Lee; several 
nieces, nephews and many 
friends.

Wanda Sluder Kidd

Services
 Funeral services for Wan-
da Sluder Kidd, 92, of Bed-
ford, formerly of Gaines-
ville, will be held on Friday, 
April 9, 2021 at 1:00 PM at 
the Temple Baptist Church 
with Dr. Eddie Chennault 
offi  ciating. Burial will follow 
in the Fairview Cemetery in 
Gainesville under the direc-
tion of the Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home. A 
visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the service at 
Temple Baptist Church.
History
 Wanda was the youngest 
of six children born to Ervin 
and Fannie Harper Sluder 
on September 4, 1928 in 
the Hood Community of 
Cooke County, Texas. She 
graduated from Era High 
School in 1945. She married 
her high school sweetheart, 
Virgil Kidd on December 
10, 1945. Virgil was serv-

ing in the U.S. Coast Guard 
and was stationed in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico where 
they started their fi rst home. 
Th eir fi rst child, Nancy, 
was born there in 1945 and 
they returned to Gainesville 
where their son, Don, was 
born in 1951.
 Wanda’s fi rst job was with 
Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone Company in Gaines-
ville. Later she worked 
about 20 years in the fi eld of 
Human Resources at Moore 
Business Forms, Inc. in 
Denton, and Harris Corpo-
ration in Fort Worth.
 Wanda accepted Christ as 
her Lord and Savior at an 
early age, and was an active 
member of Temple Baptist 
Church where she taught 
the Berean Sunday School 
Class for a number of years 
and served on several com-
mittees of the church. She 
loved Bible studies, cross-
word puzzles, word games, 
and family reunions.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
son Don Kidd and his wife 
Jimmie of Fort Worth; 
grandchildren Jon Moeller, 
Jason Moeller, Jill Moeller-
Serafi ne, Jessica Ruiz, and 
Jeff ery Kidd; and great-
grandchildren Estella, Cal-
vin, Luci, DJ, and Dylan.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband Vir-
gil Kidd; daughter Nancy 
Kidd Moeller; brother John 
Sluder; brother Herman 
Sluder; brother David Slud-
er; sister Lounette Sluder 
Kidd; and sister Ruth Sluder 
O’Gorman.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Shirley ‘Jean’ Tidwell

Services
 Shirley ‘Jean’ Tidwell, 
86 of Valley View died on 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021, 
in Denton, TX.  Services are 
set for 1 p.m. on Monday, 
April 12 at Meador Funeral 
Home Chapel in Gainesville 
TX.  Visitation: 12-1 p.m. 
Monday, prior to the ser-
vice.
History
 Shirley ‘Jean’ Tidwell was 
born October 27, 1934, in 
Paris TX to Tommy and 
Gertrude Risinger.  She 
married Norman Tidwell on 
Sept. 5, 1953.  Th ey raised a 
family in Euless, TX, where 
they resided for more than 
40 years.  Jean and Nor-
man were married for over 
50 years.  After retirement 
as an executive assistant at 
Precept, Inc. in 1980, Jean 
enjoyed painting, designing 
and building 2 homes, her 
love of animals and most of 
all her children and grand-
children.
Survivors
 Jean is survived by her 
children; Norma Alexan-
der, Linda Russell and hus-
band, Mike,  Beverly Ste-
phens, Gary Tidwell and 
wife, Trang.  Six grandchil-
dren, Stephen Alexander 
(Rebecca), John Alexander 
(Claudine), Melissa Carroll 
(Aaron), Julie, Grant and 
Sam Tidwell and 8 great-
grandchildren, Zach, Josh, 
Jacob Alexander, Aidan Al-
exander and Paris, Emma, 
Avery Carroll and Chelsie 
Kincaid, sister-in-law, Ann 

Risinger, daughter in law, 
Karen Tidwell, along with 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.   She was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band Norman, her parents 
Tommy and Gertrude, her 
sister Rosalie Beeman and 
her brother Th omas Wayne 
Risinger.
In lieu of fl owers, donations 
to Noah’s Ark Animal Shel-
ter 2501 N. Weaver St. in 
Gainesville, TX 76240 or 
to a no kill shelter in your 
area.  In consideration of all 
attending, masks will be re-
quired.

Beatrice (Tootsie) 
Kuntz

Services
 Beatrice (Tootsie) Kuntz, 
92, of Valley View, passed 
away April 11, 2021 at the 
Renaissance Care Center.  A 
Funeral Mass will be held on 
10:30 AM Wednesday, April 
14, 2021 at St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church in Gainesville 
with Fr. John Pacheco offi  -
ciating.  Burial will follow in 
the Valley View Cemetery.  
A rosary will be recited at 
5:30 PM Tuesday at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.
History

She was born April 18, 
1928 in Lindsay, to Pete and 
Pauline (Laux) Block.
Mrs. Kuntz graduated from 
Lindsay High School in 
1945.  She married John 
Kuntz on February 20, 
1952 at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Lindsay.  Th ey 
made their home on a farm 
west of Valley View.  He 
passed away April 14, 1979.  
Tootsie worked at Dustin 
Offi  ce Supply in Gainesville 
for over 27 years.
Survivors

Tootsie is survived by one 
son, Mark Kuntz of Valley 
View; sister Elfrieda Wag-
ner of Perry, OK; sister Alice 
Looney of Fort Worth; sister 

Irene Loerwald of Denton 
and Patti (Bill) Hemmi of 
Scotland, TX; numerous 
nieces and nephews.  She is 
also survived by her long-
time care provider Laneissa 
King.
 Mrs. Kuntz was preceded 
in death by her parents, hus-
band John, brothers Wilbert 
(Sonny) Block and Gene 
Block, and sister Evelyn 
Fuhrmann.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Billy Frank (Rusty) 
Chilcoat

Services
 Billy Frank (Rusty) Chil-
coat, 86, left this earth to be 
welcomed home by God on 
April 8th. He passed away in 
Gainesville, Texas.
 Graveside services will be 
held on Tuesday, April 13th 
at 3:00pm at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Whitesboro 
Texas with Rev. Rob Shep-
herd offi  ciating.  Arrange-
ments are under the care of 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home.
History
 Rusty was born to his 
loving parents Marion and 
Wanda Chilcoat, July 14, 
1934 in Mexia, Texas.
 He grew up in the Callis-
burg area, graduating from 
Callisburg High School 
in 1953. Immediately af-
ter graduation he joined 
the Army. Following three 
years in the military he was 
employed by Arco Oil and 
Gas in Anchorage, Alaska 
as a drilling superintendent 
for the startup of the Trans-
Alaska Pipeline in Prudhoe 
Bay. After 7 years he trans-
ferred to Ardmore, Okla-
homa where he completed 
his working career as area 
supervisor for Arco.  
Survivors
 He is survived by his lov-
ing children: Stuart Lee 
Chilcoat and wife, Shauna; 
Leah Jean Anderson and 
husband, Grayson; grand-
children: John, Sarah, Erin, 
Grayson Jr., Landon, and 
Kaylee; great-grandchildren: 
Keylee, Kinsley, and Evelyn; 
sisters: JoAnn Booher, Tutts 
Harrison, Jean Shears, Jan-
ice Uselton, and Patsy Da-
vis; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Ruby 
Jo Chilcoat; his parents; 
brother, Larry Lee Chilcoat; 
sister, Merry Alice Hatcher 
and great-grandson, Oliver 
Durrett.
 A special thank you to 
the wonderful staff  at Wes-
ley House in Gainesville for 
the exceptional care given to 
PaPa Bill.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to a local char-
ity of one’s choosing that 
supports veterans.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll@
gmail.com.

(Continued on Page 9)
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a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.
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Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. No 
letter will be printed without confi rmation from the au-
thor. Letters should be brief and to-the-point.   
 Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are not 
signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the author’s 
name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without correc-
tions of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate language will 
be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month that 
are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the au-
thor and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Vaccine Patriotism vs. Vaccine Globalism

By Patrick J. Buchanan

When the Pfi zer and Mod-
erna vaccines fi rst proved 
their effi  cacy, preventing 
nearly 95% of coronavi-
rus infections in those who 
got the shots in test trials, 
a vexing issue immediately 
arose.
 Who should get priority 
in receiving these life-sav-
ing shots?
 Generally speaking, the 
answer, while diff ering 
slightly from state to state, 
was that those most vulner-
able to the virus, and those 
most vital to battling it, 
should be inoculated fi rst.
 Th e most vital were doc-
tors, nurses and emergency 
medical personnel in hos-
pitals receiving infected pa-
tients. Th e most vulnerable 
were the elderly in nursing 
homes with comorbidities 

and compromised immune 
systems who would be the 
least likely to survive an in-
fection.
 As the age for early in-
oculations dropped from 
75 to 65, and then 50, and 
communities began to be 
vaccinated in greater num-
bers, a new issue arose: 
race. Blacks, peoples of col-
or and the poor were not 
receiving inoculations at 
the same rate as the white 
and wealthy.
 Eff orts were made to rec-
tify any such inequity.  
 However, almost no 
voice arose to say the 
world’s poor should be in-
oculated at the same time 
and at the same rate as 
Americans -- with vaccines 
Americans had invented 
and produced.  
 Th at role has now been 
fi lled. In Th e Washington 
Post of April 6, Darren 
Walker, President of the 
Ford Foundation, writes: 
“An equitable vaccine roll-
out must prioritize the 
most vulnerable around 
the world.”
 “Vast disparities are 
emerging in vaccine access 
-- both within countries 
and between them,” says 
Walker, “especially for Af-
ro-descendant and Indig-
enous communities.

 “Within countries, the 
gaps are stark. In the Unit-
ed States... White people 
remained nearly two times 
more likely to be vaccinat-
ed than their neighbors of 
color at the end of March. 
In Brazil, Indigenous pop-
ulations are 10 times more 
likely to die of covid-19 
than the general popula-
tion... And in India, many 
members of poor Muslim 
and Dalit communities are 
denied access to the limited 
vaccine supply that is avail-
able...
 “Rich nations are hoard-
ing the vaccines. Whether 
it’s the European Union 
blockading international 
vaccine exports entirely, or 
the United States stockpil-
ing 30 million AstraZeneca 
doses, a wave of vaccine 
nationalism is depriving 
the world of much-needed 
supply.”
 What must we Ameri-
cans do to end the ineq-
uity?
 Embrace a new policy 
of vaccine globalism and 
egalitarianism.
 “Th e United States 
could... vaccinate the 
world -- mobilizing the 
resources of the U.S. mili-
tary and other agencies to 
manufacture, ship and dis-
tribute doses around the 

world. ... To paraphrase the 
Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., vaccine inequality any-
where is a threat to global 
health everywhere.”
 Walker refl ects what 
might be called Ford Foun-
dation values. But are these 
American values?  
 Is it wrong for the U.S. 
government to put Ameri-
cans fi rst in the distribu-
tion of life-saving vac-
cines, ahead of people 
from any other country? 
Is it wrong for the U.S. to 
ensure that every Ameri-
can who wants a shot gets 
one, before taking on the 
task of vaccinating the rest 
of the world?  
 Is it wrong for America 
to put Americans fi rst?  
 “Vaccine nationalism” 
seems but a synonym for 
vaccine patriotism.
 If and when we have a 
surplus suffi  ciently large to 
send our vaccines abroad, 
would it be wrong to prior-
itize nations that are tried 
and true friends and allies 
like Canada and Britain?
 When it comes to moral 
obligation, especially when 
it involves a matter so se-
rious as human life, ought 
not one’s own family and 
friends, community and 
country come fi rst? 
 Again, vaccine nation-

alism mandates putting 
fellow Americans fi rst in 
receiving vaccines Ameri-
cans discovered, tested and 
produced, even if that con-
tradicts Ford Foundation 
values?
 While all peoples may be 
equal in their God-given 
rights to liberty and life, 
the duty of the U.S. gov-
ernment is to protect and 
defend fi rst and foremost 
the rights, and the health 
and safety of American 
citizens.
 King may have writ-
ten, “Injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice ev-
erywhere.” But America is 
not responsible for “justice 
everywhere” -- a utopian 
concept -- but to establish 
justice to the degree it can 
in the USA.  
 Nor is inequality always 
a manifestation of injus-
tice.
 Easter Sunday is just 
behind us, the day Chris-
tians celebrate the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ who 
taught, “Greater love than 
this hath no man that he 
lay down his life for his 
friend.”
 Such individuals are 
saints, and that is indeed 
sanctity.  
 But natural law teaches 
that, when it comes to love 

and loyalty, one puts one’s 
own family and country 
fi rst. 
 “Vaccine inequality,” 
says Walker, is “a crisis to 
be solved... We must move 
away from vaccine nation-
alism to vaccine equity.
 “An equitable vaccine 
rollout must prioritize and 
protect the most vulnerable 
in our societies -- from the 
Dalit community in In-
dia, to Indigenous popula-
tions in Brazil, to essential 
farm workers and grocery 
store clerks throughout the 
United States.”
 Sorry, but India’s Dalit 
community is Narendra 
Modi’s responsibility. Th e 
indigenous population of 
Brazil is Jair Bolsonaro’s 
responsibility. And the 
“farm workers and grocery 
store clerks in the USA” are 
ours.  
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

By Froma Harrop

When Henry Ford in-
troduced the Model T in 
1908, he had a problem. 
Th ere were almost no 
paved roads in America. 
To sell his product to the 
masses, he needed good 

roads. 
 No one would ever deny 
his place among titans of 
American capitalism, but 
Ford was not shy about 
urging the government to 
supply the infrastructure 
essential to his business. 
And it did. 
 Th e Federal Aid Road 
Act of 1916 spent $2.1 bil-
lion (in today’s dollars) to 
help states build modern 
roads. It survived a U.S. 
Supreme Court challenge 
claiming that the federal 
government should not 
pay for such things. 
 Besides, cars were a nov-
elty at the time, and many 
asked, “Why even bother 
with them when horses 
can do the job on muddy 

paths?”
 To which Ford is said 
to have quipped, “If I had 
asked people what they 
wanted, they would have 
said faster horses.”
 Fast-forward to the un-
founded criticism that no 
more than 7 percent of 
President Joe Biden’s $2.3 
trillion infrastructure plan 
goes to real infrastructure, 
defi ned as roads, bridges 
and ports. It comes from 
Russell Vought, director of 
former President Donald 
Trump’s Offi  ce of Manage-
ment and Budget. 
 Vought is, to put it po-
litely, full of it. We’re all for 
replacing worn-out bridg-
es, but expanding access to 
high-speed broadband and 

strengthening the electric 
grid are infrastructure proj-
ects in the year 2021. And 
so, we would be helping 
our carmakers and truck-
makers transition to elec-
tric vehicles.
 Th at’s where the world 
is going. Britain will ban 
the sale of new gasoline-
powered cars and trucks 
in 2030, and California 
will in 2035. Norway, de-
spite its huge oil and gas 
reserves, will do it in 2025. 
Strong domestic demand 
for this technology would 
grow the U.S. EV car in-
dustry, which has been fall-
ing behind the rest of the 
industrial world in sales. 
 If electric vehicles are 
the future, China has been 

grabbing it. China is the 
world’s largest market for 
EVs, accounting for 41 
percent of global sales last 
year. Europe held 42 per-
cent of world sales. And 
the United States? A paltry 
2.4 percent. 
 A major theme of foreign 
policy prominent in the 
Biden infrastructure plan 
is helping America better 
compete with China in this 
area and elsewhere. 
 “We are one of the few 
major economies whose 
public investments in re-
search and development 
have declined as a percent 
of GDP in the past 25 
years,” the White House 
fact sheet complains. Chi-
na, meanwhile, now ranks 
No. 2 in the world in R&D 
spending.
 And so, what is Biden’s 
infrastructure plan doing 
about electric vehicles? 
Importantly, it address-
es the big reason more 
Americans haven’t been 
buying EVs in huge num-
bers: their understandable 
concern that they won’t 
fi nd places to charge their 
batteries. Th at’s why it 
calls for building 500,000 
charging stations by 2030. 
(Th ere are currently only 
100,000.)
 Th e plan also includes 
incentives for buying elec-
tric vehicles. China off ers 

such subsidies to its people, 
as does Europe. Note that 
the Trump administration 
tried to get rid of them al-
together. 
 It also fought to kill Cali-
fornia’s more stringent fuel 
economy standards, which 
act to spur EV sales. When 
Ford joined four automak-
ers in making a deal with 
California, Trump revenge-
tweeted that “Henry Ford 
would be very disappoint-
ed if he saw his modern-
day descendants,” because 
they refused to fi ght the 
state’s regulators. He also 
falsely claimed that EVs are 
less safe. 
 Electric vehicle charg-
ing stations are as essen-
tial to the prosperity of 
today’s U.S. automakers as 
paved roads were to Henry 
Ford in 1908. Can anyone 
doubt that if Ford were 
with us today, he’d be on 
the talk shows banging the 
drums for Biden’s plan to 
support his industry? 
 Follow Froma Harrop 
on Twitter @FromaHar-
rop. She can be reached 
at fharrop@gmail.com. To 
fi nd out more about Froma 
Harrop and read features 
by other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators webpage at www.
creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

Henry Ford Would Have Pushed Car Charging Stations

Letters to the Editor...
Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Regarding stimulus 
checks which some of us 
have been receiving and 
perhaps don’t need, I want 
to encourage people to put 
that money to some place 
that really needs it. VIS-
TO, CASA, the Stanford 
House, and others could 
certainly use it. If you have 
been living without this 
money, why not help oth-
ers who are not so fortu-
nate!

Carolyn Hook
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Soon there will be an 

election for mayor & city 
(town) council positions.  
Of course, the winners of 
both positions have already 
been decided, by Th e Inner 
Society.  Th e good thing is, 
the current mayor will be 
history, & we’ll stop hear-
ing from the current mayor 
about how the decision to 
take down the Confeder-
ate Monument in Leonard 
Park was NOT a POLITI-
CIAL DECISION.
 Th e current mayor has 
been the most “Bought & 
Sold” mayor in this town’s 
history.  Th e current may-
or divided this town of 
Gainesville (Hooterville).  
His business suff ered.  I am 
sure that he was aided by 
the company he works for 
in deciding not to run for 
re-election. 
 Years ago, a couple of 
potential candidates for the 
Town Council informed 
the mayor that they were 
considering making a run 
for the positions.  Th ey 
were immediately in-
formed by this mayor that 
it would be a waste of their 
time & money to run. 
 Th e current candidate 
for mayor, who already sits 
on the council as Mayor 
Pro Tem, was chosen & 
groomed years ago by the 

city manager & the current 
mayor, as has the current 
appointed council member 
who is running for re-elec-
tion.  
 Th erefore, vote for ANY 
candidates who are NOT 
INCUMBENTS.  It cer-
tainly will NOT make a 
diff erence now, but even-
tually WE THE PEOPLE 
can make a Clean Sweep 
of the Council Chambers 
& get good, honest people 
in there, who will NOT be 
coached by the Select Few 
who continue to control 
& run this town.  Th is is 
exactly the reason that this 
town has not grown.  
 Two (02) banks here in 
town contributed a total of 
$50,000 toward the new 
so-called 21st Century 
Monument.  Several Oil 
& Gas Service companies 
donated money as well.  
Th ey remain part of Th e 
Establishment, Th e Inner 
Society.
 Even one (01) local 
physician donated.  He is 
awaiting trial in a Sixty Mil-
lion Dollar ($60,000,000) 
Medicare Fraud Case. 
 Th is new Leonard Park 
Statue is to cost $398,000.  
A total of $151,500.00 
has been donated.  Th ere-
fore, the town will pay the 

$246,500.00 balance.  A 
person CANNOT fi nd out 
the current balance of this 
town’s Hotel Occupancy 
Tax.  
 Th e current mayor 
stated that it would cost 
$740 Million Dollars 
($740,000,000) to fi x all 
the streets & the infra-
structure.  IF this town 
would have kept up with 
a scheduled maintenance 
of such over the years, all 
would have been OK.
 BUT the mayor, city 
manager, & town council 
had to waste money on 
other needless projects.  
Now they’re going to waste 
more money on a new 
monument.    
 Meanwhile, our streets 
are the worst they’ve been in 
DECADES!  WHY?!  NE-
GLECT & pour construc-
tion of concrete streets.  
Gainesville (Hooterville) 
now possesses Th e HOLI-
EST streets in North Cen-
tral Texas.     
 And this is not be-
cause of the numerous of 
churches here.  Asphalt is 
the answer.

Dean Smith
Gainesville
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 Please introduce your-
self and tell us why are 
running for the offi  ce of 
Gainesville mayor.
 I’m Tommy Moore. I was 
born and raised in Gaines-
ville, Texas. I’ve been in 
public service for about 20 
years now. I ran for [GISD] 
school board in 2003, I 
think it was the fi rst time 
and I want to be mayor be-
cause I love the city and I 
love this community and 
it’s been part of my family 
my entire life. I’m just very 
proud to be from here and 
to be part of this city. 
 What do you think of the 
street situation in Gaines-
ville and what would you 
propose to do to fi x it?
 We are in pretty bad shape 
with our street situation. 
Th ere was about 50 years 
that we didn’t do any work 
around here that was mea-
surable. I think we did work 
but it wasn’t anything that 
showed that we were rein-
vesting, and that’s catching 
up with us now. And now 
we have about $350 million 
worth of work to do, and we 
have to fi gure out how to 
do that. I know that’s a big 
task on this council so as we 
move forward into this next 
year we will have to be look-
ing at are we going to issue 
bonds which would have to 
be approved by the voters of 
course or are we just going 

to work at a slow, methodi-
cal pace and try to do this 
with tax revenues that we 
currently have which there is 
not a lot left over at the end 
of the day. So I think the 
next council is going to face 
a lot of hurdles doing that 
street repair and I know the 
plan gives us the best strat-
egies to address those. So, 
if I am elected mayor that 
will defi nitely be one of the 
initiatives is plans that have 
told us what we should do 
and then with the consent of 
the council, we’ll move for-
ward with a plan that works 
for the entire city.
 How do you feel about 
the racial inequality that 
impacted the city last year 
with the protests and the 
[Leonard Park] statue re-
moval?
 You know, growing up 
here, that statue has always 
been in that park for my 
lifetime, and I have never 
given it much thought. I 
know my mother was in 
high school here when de-
segregation occurred. And I 
was born two years after she 
was out of high school, so 
within fi ve years of my life 
desegregation had occurred. 
In my home, there was no 
talk of segregation. Th ere 
was no talk of color. I was 
raised with all the children 
in the city. And a lot of my 
friends are of color. In fact, 
when we see each other to-
day, it’s like seeing a brother 
or a sister. And so the racial 
component that came from 
this last election season, I’ll 
use that as an identifi er be-
cause I think the last Presi-
dential election had a lot to 
do with that. I’m not taking 
a side but as a council we 

met with our city members, 
and they had open forums. 
We wanted everyone to 
come. We wanted to hear it 
from everyone, and we had 
passionate people on both 
sides. And because we were 
elected to make decisions 
and we were elected to do 
what’s best for the citizens of 
Gainesville, our council uni-
fi ed which I am very proud 
of and decided, because this 
was something that was 
brought up on both sides. 
We don’t’ want to destroy 
our history. Both sides said 
that. But one side wanted it 
moved and one side wanted 
it in place. I’m not going to 
get into 100 years ago but I 
will say that for today, the 
best decision for this com-
munity was to bring every-
one together, move [the stat-
ue] to a historical viewing 
place but not in a tax sup-
ported place where people 
have to describe and share 
what it meant if they don’t 
want to. So, as a council 
member, I was very proud 
of our council to protect the 
history and fi nd a home for 
it but not allow it to divide 
our city around a park that 
is for all of our citizens. Not 
just one side. So, in terms of 
the racial tensions, that sad-
dens me. I work for the fed-
eral government, and since 
I was sworn in as a military 
guy at the age of 19, I was 
sworn in to protect and de-
fend the constitution of the 
United States which I fi rmly 
still believe in. No where 
does it say only if you’re a 
certain color. It’s everyone,, 
and I stand by that today. 
And when I sat across the 
table and I looked at people 

(Continued on Page 9)

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the April 17 local election. Cooke County Candidate 
Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the same 
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Tommy Moore
Mayor Pro Tem

 Please introduce your-
self and tell us why you 
are running for Gainesville 
mayor.
 My name is Angela Wil-
liams and I am running for 
Gainesville mayor because 
I want to bring Gainesville 
back as a community, make 
it a one city, one community 
moving forward. I want our 
community to be doing a lot 
of events, getting to know 
each other, getting to un-
derstand what each of us are 
about, just showing the love 
what we all deserve as a hu-
man being, as a community 
member, just overall person.
 What do you think of the 
street situation in Gaines-
ville and what would you 
propose to do to fi x it?
 [Street repairs] are a major 
thing. Driving around town 
and just driving on some of 
the streets, there’s a lot of re-
pairs that need to be done. 
I think we need to take one 
section of Gainesville, say, 
each month depending on 
how long it takes to fi x that 
area and just concentrate on 
that one area. Fix that street. 
Fix what needs to be done. 
Fix the street signs. If there’s 
kids in the area, put up ‘Kids 
at play’ in the area just so 
that our children, our citi-
zens can be protected and 
know that they are safe and 
they can be outside playing.
 How do you feel about 

the racial inequality that 
impacted the city last year 
with the protests and the 
[Leonard Park] statue re-
moval?
 Th at is a really good ques-
tion. I feel that part of our 
ancestors worked for those 
statues to be put up and 
that’s part of our ancestors 
that was taken down from 
there. We are all connected 
as one somewhere back in 
our ancestry. We’re all one 
person somewhere along 
the way. We are not pink, 
purple, yellow, white, blue. 
It doesn’t matter what color 
we are. We are still one per-
son and we need to look at 
ourselves as that. 
 Are you running to 
change things or to keep 
them the same? What 
changes, if any, would you 
make?
 I am running to change 
some things and to keep 
some things the same. Some 
things that I’d like to see stay 
the same is our local shop-
ping. I want to keep our lo-
cal shopping here. I want to 
keep supporting our local 
businesses, keep them going. 
Let them show we are here 
to support them as well as 
them supporting us as their 
consumers and their shop-
pers and stuff  like that. And 
things that I want to change 
is, I want to go beyond 
downtown. I want to show 
the diff erent parts, highlight 
the diff erent parts of Gaines-
ville to start shopping other 
parts of Gainesville. Not just 
the downtown area but over 
by Wal-Mart, by Mi Casa, 
by Grand Avenue. Th ere’s 
awesome shops by Grand 
Avenue. Th ere’s diff erent 
things that are north of town 

that some of us don’t know 
about that I’d like to have 
people do. One thing that 
I’m hoping to implement, 
even if I don’t win as mayor, 
I am hoping as a community 
member to implement some 
diff erent events going on 
with the community. One 
thing I would like to bring 
in is a project called Walk 
a Mile in Someone’s Shoes. 
And I think that would be 
something really fun to do 
where we just get some of 
our kids involved, some of 
our veterans involved, some 
just diff erent community 
members involved and just 
kind of take some time and 
walk in each other’s shoes, see 
what it’s like to be on another 
level of our life. Just to show 
a little bit more community 
involvement. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for Gainesville 
Mayor?
 I’m not political by any 
means. I don’t look at this as 
a political position. I look at 
the mayor as a community 
position, and being a com-
munity member I want to 
be able to let people know in 
Gainesville and in the com-
munity I’m here for you. I’m 
here to hear what you have to 
say, to take into consideration 
what your thoughts, what 
your desires, what needs to 
be done are met. I’m not the 
kind of person who would 
go behind closed doors and 
not bring our community 
involved in this. We need to 
stick together and we need 
to help each other. We need 
to grow. We need to plant 
that tree in the middle of the 
town and let it grow into the 
thousands of blooms it can 
reach into. 

Angela Williams
Challenger

Gainesville Mayor

Gainesville City Council Ward 2

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
City Council.
 I’m Brandon Eberhart 
and I’ve been on the city 
council a year and a half al-
most   I was born and raised 
here and I just love the 
town. And when there was 
an opportunity to serve, I 
stepped up and I’ve really 
enjoyed doing it, and I’ve 
tried my best to, you know, 
be a representative for the 
people and to help as much 
as I can in the position I’m 
in. My neighbor, Steve Gor-
don, was on the council and 
I’ve known Steve for like 25 
years and Steve wanted to 
get off  the council and his 
wife wanted to travel but 
there was no one to take 
his place and he asked me 
and I said, ‘Yeah, I’ll do it 
of course.’ 
 What do you think of the 
street situation in Gaines-
ville and what would you 
propose to do to fi x it?
 One of the things I did 
when I got on was doing 

the SUMP survey which 
we just got back two weeks 
ago and it’s way more ma-
jor than I thought or real-
ized. Th at price tag on it 
was shocking. And so I’ve 
talked to the city manager 
and the mayor, and I’ve 
talked to several people 
on the council. I would 
like to just start and pick 
the worst areas and just get 
started on what we can do. 
I think we’ve got to  locate 
high traffi  c and who’s go-
ing to get the most use out 
of it and some of that, but 
you just have to tackle it 
somehow and you’ve got to 
start and I think it’s time to 
start and put most of our 
resources into that. 
 How do you feel about 
the racial inequality that 
impacted the city last year 
with the protests and the 
[Leonard Park] statue re-
moval?
 I  have talked to several 
people, both sides of the 
fence on that. I’ve talked to 
several people that are black 
and they said they’ve never 
seen that or felt that here 
and that’s the way I person-
ally felt. I don’t see racial 
inequality here. I see us all 
struggling to get through 
day to day and doing the 
best we can. And I think 
it’s a great community and 
think there’s outside infl u-
ences coming in and infl u-

encing some of that push-
ing to try to make racial 
inequality an issue when it’s 
really not here.
 Are you running to 
change things or would 
you like to keep them the 
same. What changes, if 
any, would you make?
 Number one would be the 
roads and our infrastructure 
here, the water, the sewer. 
I know the place I lived at 
before constantly had sewer 
issues and it was on the city 
side where they were hav-
ing to come out every few 
months and I would like 
to see some of that fi xed. 
It makes our quality of life 
better for all citizens. I don’t 
really have an agenda per 
say. Take it week by week. I 
try to be as open minded as 
I can on our decisions and 
make an informed decision 
what’s going to be best for 
the community on each de-
cision I make. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for Gainesville 
City Council?
 I think we go back to the 
last question. I don’t have 
an agenda. I don’t come in 
to serve myself or to serve 
in particular any one small 
faction or group. I’m here 
to represent the citizens and 
what’s best for our tax dol-
lars and what’s best to im-
prove all of our quality of 
life, not a select few. 

Brandon Eberhart
Incumbent

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
City Council.
 My name is Justin Th omp-
son and I’m running for city 
council because I love this 
community. I’ve grown up 
in this community. Th is 
community is home. And I 
want to be involved to help 
grow this community and 
to where are children come 
back to this home that they 
are proud of where they are 
coming back to and they 
want to be back here. And 
so, that’s why I am running 
for city council.
 What do you think of the 
street situation in Gaines-
ville and what would you 
propose to do to fi x it?
 We really need to be fo-
cusing on, I feel like, on our 
streets, of course. Th ere are 
several potholes and every-
one complains about the 
potholes and what I found 
driving around Gainesville 
is there’s all these issues on 
the sides streets that need 
to be taken care of but 
even on our busy intersec-
tions, we have several areas 
that are traveled a lot. We 
have O’Neal Street, Gar-
nett Street. Th ese little side 
streets that are off  main 
roads as well where the pot-
holes are just outrageous and 
these are highly traffi  cked 
areas. So it is something that 

we need to get addressed 
and I would like sit down 
with our city manager and 
with our streets department 
and fi nd out what’s happen-
ing and why this isn’t being 
addressed. Th ere were two 
graffi  ti instances on Moss 
Street and that actually took 
a few days to get taken care 
of even though the city was 
already aware. And those 
are kind of things where we 
knew it was reported. We 
knew that the street depart-
ment was aware of it and was 
trying to resolve the issue 
but it got missed through 
the cracks and they fi xed 
one but they didn’t fi x the 
other graffi  ti incident two 
blocks down the road on the 
same street. And think it’s 
important that those kinds 
of things don’t slip through 
the cracks. If it’s being re-
ported are we following 
up to ensure that it’s being 
taken care of? Look at that 
and see where the problem 
exists and what we can do to 
resolve that problem. 
 How do you feel about 
the racial inequality that 
impacted the city last year 
with the protests and the 
[Leonard Park] statue re-
moval?
 I feel like Gainesville has a 
dark history when it comes 
to those statues. We had the 
Great Hanging and diff erent 
things that we don’t like to 
address. After the passing of 
George Floyd one thing that 
kind of got brought up after 
the candlelight vigil is that 
his name wasn’t really men-
tioned at that prayer vigil. 
And so that kind of brought 
some things to attention 
and brought to light. I think 
there’s things that has been 

an issue and have been an 
issue in Gainesville for a 
while. It’s just now being 
talked about. And I think 
those conversations are un-
comfortable and think that 
sometimes it takes a lot 
of reeducation and learn-
ing and I think that we can 
come together as a commu-
nity and understand each 
other and be able to come 
together as a compromise. I 
do believe the city did make 
a good choice in remov-
ing those statues and really 
moving it to Morton Mu-
seum. I’m really glad they 
made that decision rather 
than the Frontier Village be-
cause we need to be focus-
ing on improving our city 
and I think that would help 
the museum. Let’s bring in 
more things in the museum. 
I love history. And I would 
like to be able to go to the 
Morton Museum and see 
these things and hear about 
these stories and hear it in 
context. When I go to the 
park and see the statue, I 
don’t know anything about 
it. If I go to a museum and 
I see these statue, they’re go-
ing to tell me everything, 
who put it there, why they 
put it there, when it was re-
moved. And those are the 
kind education things, we as 
a community need as well as 
I think we as a nation need 
to educated.
 Are you running to 
change things or would 
you like to keep them the 
same. What changes, if 
any, would you make?
 I don’t want to get into too 
many specifi cs about what 
I would change because 
why I’m running is to have

(Continued on Page 9)

Justin Thompson
Challenger

May 1 Gainesville Elections
Early Voting | April 19 - 27 | 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

at City Hall, 200 S. Rusk St., Gainesville
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Gainesville Police
Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Sheila Sue Lutts report-
ed a hit and run incident 
in the 900 block of West 
Highway 82. Damage re-
ported was less than $200.
 Offi  cers investigated 
theft of property less than 
$750 in the 700 block of 
Fair Avenue. Th e city of 
Gainesville reported the in-
cident.
 Offi  cers investigated pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
in the 3400 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Kara Lynn Levins re-
ported theft of property 
less than $750 in the 1000 
block of North Clements 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia in the 2100 block of 
North I-35.
 A CVS representative 
reported theft of property 
less than $100 in the 1500 
block of North Grand Av-

enue.
 Justine Deann Lucas re-
ported criminal less than 
$750 in the 400 block of 
Moran Street.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
violation of the city curfew 
ordinance in the 100 block 
of North Morris Street.
 Mark Joseph Foster re-
ported criminal mischief 
to his vehicle less than 
$2,500.
 Dustin Eudale Faires re-
ported criminal less than 
$200 in the 600 block of 
Moran Street.
 Tracie Leona Skaggs re-
ported an incident of ID 
theft in the 1400 block of 
Myrtle Street. 
 Fransicisco J. Marin 
Barientos reported fraudu-
lent attempt to obtain un-
employment benefi ts in the 
3400 block of Columbus 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams
 Taylor Lynn Barnes re-
ported violation of a pro-
tection order in the 1800 

block of Lawrence Street.
 Gustavo Medina-Ro-
driguez reported fraud in 
the 200 block of Santa Fe 
Street.
 Miles Spencer Slaton re-
ported theft of license plate 
in the 400 block of South 
Commerce Street.
 Bradly John Ferguson 
reported theft in the 1000 
block of West California 
Street.
 Richard Darrel Johnson 
reported burglary of a habi-
tation in the 1000 block of 
Buck Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of evading on foot 
in the 2000 block of North 
I-35.
 Red River Truck Stop 
representative reported 
theft less than $100 in the 
1200 block of North I-35. 
 Lois Ruth Jablonski re-
ported theft from person 
in the 3200 block of East 
Broadway.
 City of Gainesville rep-
resentatives reported crimi-
nal mischief/attempt to 
impair or interrupt public 

service in the 500 block of 
North Weaver Street.
 City of Gainesville rep-
resentatives reported theft 
of material – aluminum, 
bronze, copper or brass less 
than $20,000 in the 100 
block of West Hird Street.
 Jacky Lee Brown report-
ed fraudulent use/posses-
sion of identifying infor-
mation in the 400 block of 
Cole Street.
 Misty Lee Parker report-
ed fraud in the 1400 block 
of Grand Avenue.
 Dorothy Sasser Reiter re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying in-
formation in the 300 block 
Willow Way.
 Amy Petway Franco re-
ported burglary of a habi-
tation in the 2600 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Shirley A. Mullennix re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying infor-
mation in the 1300 block 
of Witherspoon Street.
 Kevin Scott Kitchens re-
ported credit card or debit 
card abuse in the 100 block 
of North Grand Avenue.
 Samantha Elizabeth 
Noth reported the theft of 
a fi rearm in the 1000 block 
of Bella Vista Drive.
 Police investigated pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia in the 2100 block of 
North I-35.

Arrest Log
 Branon Z. Smith, 42, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Destiny K. Edwards, 29, 
Love County, Oklahoma 
felony and misdemeanor 
warrant arrest.
 Bobby J. Gibson, 39, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.
 Robert S. Gray, 24, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram.
 James Watson, 38, state 
of Missouri arrest warrant.
 Brent L. Adams, 34, felo-
ny warrant arrest.
 Jesus B. Barrientos, 34, 
public intoxication.
 Emmanuel Valero, 39, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Zachary R. Bryant, 31, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams, tampering with 
physical evidence.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Howard Scott Neeb vs. 
Kimberly Marie Neeb, di-
vorce.
 Luke Daniel Gagnon vs. 
Eva Gertrude Rittner, di-
vorce.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Debra Sue Herman Rush-
ing, tax cases.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Nita L. Reddy Embrey, tax 
cases.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Mario Deleon, tax cases.

 Cooke County et al 
vs. Mirian Torres Gomez 
Arteaga, tax cases.
 Gainesville Independent 
School District vs. Joseph 
Moore, tax cases.
 Gainesville Independent 
School District vs. Ruben 
Medina, tax cases.
 Gainesville Independent 
School District vs. Ger-
aldeane Hesse, tax cases.

Cases Decided
 Tamara Lea Sieger vs. 
Chadley Dale Sieger, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Kyle Anthony Bridges 
vs. Dorothy Anna Bridges, 

agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Grady Dougless, Kath-
ryn Quinn, Lara Hughes 
Mattheis, John and Velma 
Scott vs Melissa Walker 
and Scott Walker, agreed 
judgements, contract/con-
sumer/commercial debt.
 Dustin Levi Jeff eris 
vs. Shanna Lynn Jeff eris, 
agreed judgements, divorce.
 Kimberly Rose Dittmar 
vs. Robert Karl Dittmar, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Jason Matthew Jones 
vs. Whitney Corin Jones, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
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WALNUT BEND – Th e 
Walnut Bend ISD Board 
of Trustees met in Special 
Session on Tuesday, April 
6, 2021 to name a “Lone 
Finalist” for the vacant po-
sition of Superintendent. 
Th e Board voted unani-
mously to name Mr. Ken 
Kemp as the “Lone Final-
ist”. Th ere is a twenty-one-
day waiting period before 
Kemp can be offi  cially 
named as Superintendent 
of Walnut Bend ISD.
 Kemp is currently the Di-
rector of Technology, Op-
erations, and Transportation 
for the Collinsville ISD. Pre-
viously he has served Col-
linsville as Elementary Prin-
cipal and as Interim High 
School Principal. Before 
moving to Collinsville ISD, 

Kemp worked as a teacher, 
coach, and technology di-
rector at Callisburg ISD. He 
has also served at a professor 
at NCTC for many years. 
He has over 25 years of ex-
perience as a professional 
educator with19 years in an 
administrative role.
 Kemp brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience 
to Walnut Bend ISD. Th e 
board is excited for Kemp 
to begin his tenure with 
the district. He will begin 
offi  cially on June 1, 2021, 
but will be spending sever-
al days during May work-
ing with the staff  to ensure 
a smooth transition.

Walnut Bend Names Lone 

Finalist for Superintendent
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Kourtney Lin Holcomb, 
40 was convicted of the 
April 22, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and the 
December 18, 2019 second 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to deliver 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years probation, 
$2,000 in fi nes plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Jennie Ruth Butler, 48 
was convicted of the August 
30, 2019 third degree felony 
off ense of hindering appre-
hension of a felon and was 
sentenced to 10 years con-
fi nement in a state jail facil-
ity and court costs.
 Dwayne Michael God-
dard, 50, was convicted of 
the July 7, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and was 
sentenced to one year, seven 
months, 15 days suspended 
time, eight years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Jason Rex Weaver, 46, 
was convicted of the Octo-
ber 15, 2019 habitual of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams, the October 
15, 2019 habitual off ense 
of prohibited substance in 
a correctional facility, the 
October 15, 2019 habitual 
off ense of tampering with 
physical evidence and the 
October 15, 2019 second 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to 15 
years in a state jail facility 

plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Nicholas Chase Kelley, 
22, was convicted of the 
November 19, 2020 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of bur-
glary of a habitation and for 
the November 19, 2020 sec-
ond degree felony off ense of 
evading arrest using a motor 
vehicle and was sentenced 
to six years confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Daniel Wayne Martin, 
53 was convicted of the 
October 5, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to two years pro-
bation deferred, a $500 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Kenneth Wayne Davis, 
51, was convicted of the 
February 7, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to three years pro-
bation deferred, a $250 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Michael Edwin Dedmon 
Jr., 40, was convicted of the 
February 24, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 200 grams 
and was sentenced to eight 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Jennifer Dawn York, 39, 
was convicted of the March 
13, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of theft of property 
with two prior theft convic-
tions, the March 13, 2020 
state jail felony of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and the 
March 12, 2020 state jail 
felony of fraudulent use or 
possession of identifying 
information and was sen-
tenced to one year confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 

costs.
 Raja Edmond Benjamin, 
19, was convicted of the 
December 27, 2019 second 
degree felony off ense of as-
sault of a public servant and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years probation, 
$1,000 fi ne and court costs.
 Kyle Anthony Bridges, 32, 
was convicted of the April 
21, 2020 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Rafael Acuna Jr., 33, was 
convicted of the July 12, 
2020 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams and was 
sentenced to 1 year, six 
months probation deferred, 
a $1,000 fi ne plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Dillon Dean Gray, 23, 
was convicted of the June 
5, 2020 state jail felony of-
fense of theft of property 
less than $2,500 with two 
or more prior convictions 
and was sentenced to nine 
months confi nement in a 
state jail facility, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs.
 Regina Lynn Teague, 48, 
was convicted of the May 
27, 2020 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $750 fi ne, fi ve 
years probation plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Jose Orosco, 48, was con-
victed of the October 17, 
2020 state jail felony off ense 
of possession of a controlled 
substance and was sentenced 
to two years suspended time, 
nine months confi nement in 
a state jail facility, two years 
probation, a $500 fi ne plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Scottie Lee Byers, 42, was 
convicted of the March 10, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams and of the 
February 15, 2021 second 
degree felony of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams and 
was sentenced to three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Michael Dewayne Juarez 
reported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information in the 600 
block of Bergman Street.
 Kristin Leigh Nanney re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying in-
formation in the 200 block 
of County Road 2131.
 Offi  cers investigated ille-
gal dumping less than 200 
cubic feet on County Road 
343.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of escape while ar-
rested/confi ned – felony at 
North I-35 and Exit 500.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram at I-35 
northbound and mile 
marker 490.
 Offi  cers investigated 
driving with license invalid 
with previous conviction, 
suspension without fi nan-
cial responsibility at Cum-
berland Trail and East FM 
922.
 A robbery was reported 
in the 1300 block of Cor-
porate Drive.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 400 grams in the 
Cooke County.
 A representative for Dol-
lar General Store reported 
theft of property less than 
$2,500 I at 50 County 
Road 105.
 
Arrest Log
 Julon Gonzales Priddy, 
46, motion to revoke- forg-
ery.
 Ronda Sue Dyer, 47, 
probation violation theft 
of property les than $500 
from elderly.
 Keith Douglass Mon-
crief, 40, assault family 
violence impede breathing/
circulation, failure to ap-
pear on two counts of sex-
ual assault in the 500 block 
of North Weaver Street.
 Miguel Angel Orduna, 
20, abandoning or endan-
gering a child.
 Clinton Curt Curtis, 34, 
parole violation.
 Heather Dawn Wynn, 

29, fi ve counts of theft of 
property less than $2,500 
with two or more convic-
tions.
 Miguel Barron Sr., 63, 
continuous sexual abuse of 
a child. 
 Daniel Kirkpatrick, 
32, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram, failure to iden-
tify fugitive intent to give 
false information, theft 
of service less than $750. 

Criminal trespass (bond 
enhancement0, failure to 
appear.
 Glen Edward Hogan, 
29, failure to appear.
 John Michael Schneider, 
44, warrant.
 Leonardo Roberto 
Ramirez, 20, minor in con-
sumption.
 Michael Andrew Rodri-
guez, 19, driving under the 
infl uence, minor, violate 
driver license restriction.

 Claton Westley Dreyer, 
20, possession of drug par-
aphernalia.
 Alfredo Juan Morales II, 
30, interfere with emergen-
cy request for assistance.
 Scottie Lee Byers, 42, 
motion to proceed on a 
charge of manufacture/de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
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Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the April 17 local election. Cooke County Candidate 
Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the same 
questions. Candidate interviews were conducted by Delania Raney, Staff Writer of The Weekly News. 

GISD Board of Trustees, Place 4

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
ISD Board of Trustees.
My name is Brad Cox. First 
and foremost, I am a father 
to two young men ages 7 
& 9. I am a 2002 GISD 
alumnus and a 2006 gradu-
ate of Texas A&M Univer-
sity. I am employed by First 
State Bank as a Business 
Development Offi  cer. I am 
a fi fth generation Gaines-
ville native. My maternal 
great-grandfather, Guy Bea-
sley Sr., was a GISD school 
board trustee. My grandfa-
ther, Guy Beasley Jr., was a 
renowned GISD educator. 
My paternal grandfather, 
Dr. Mabry ‘Mac’ Cox was 
a professor at NCTC and 
my parents, Gary and Deb-
bie, are active community 
members. I am running for 
re-election because I believe 
in the direction the district 
is heading. I believe in our 
students, faculty, staff  and 
leadership and hope that I 
may continue to be of ser-
vice to the district and our 

community.
  GISD is the largest por-
tion of property taxes. 
How do you view taxes 
with regard to your voting 
power?
 Local property taxes 
make up a large portion of 
a school district’s revenue. 
Th at said, the tax rate must 
ensure that the school dis-
trict’s needs are being met. 
On the other hand, it is 
the responsibility of a tax-
ing entity to be mindful of 
the eff ect the tax rate has 
on its community mem-
bers. Th at is especially true 
during a pandemic such as 
the one we’ve all witnessed 
this last year. I am proud 
to have voted along with 
the other members of the 
board to reduce the school 
district’s tax rate in each of 
the three years of my initial 
term, while simultaneously 
ensuring the school district 
has adequate revenue to not 
only sustain, but thrive.
 Last year saw a lot of 
change. How do you view 
the changes due to COV-
ID-19 with the implemen-
tation of virtual learning 
and now trying to return 
to in-person learning? 
 Our district’s students, 
faculty, staff  and leadership 
have all done an incredible 
job navigating the challenges 
due to COVID-19. I believe 
the district has implemented 

tools and resources that were 
necessary to respond to the 
unique circumstances that 
COVID-19 required, while 
implementing those tools 
and resources in a way that 
they will continue to im-
prove our district’s ability to 
serve its student population 
going forward as we return 
to in-person learning.  
 New buildings and fa-
cilities have been discussed 
with upcoming bonds. 
How do you view these is-
sues?
 Unfortunately, buildings 
and facilities don’t last for-
ever. Th ey eventually reach a 
point where it is less fi scally 
responsible to repair and 
maintain aged infrastructure 
than it would be to upgrade 
to more modern learning 
environments and more effi  -
cient buildings and facilities. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for GISD school 
board?
 I feel that my professional 
experience, both in private 
business and as a former 
public charter school ad-
ministrator, has given me 
a valuable perspective as 
a school board member. 
I approach my work and 
personal life with an open 
mind, positive attitude and 
a respectful dedication to 
service and relationships. It 
would be my honor to serve 
a second term.

Brad Cox
Incumbent

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
ISD Board of Trustees.
 My name is Lenny Guil-
lory and I am running for 
school board because, as a 
member of this community 
for 18 years, I’ve seen the 
school as a whole dimin-
ish in their testing scores. 
We now rank in the bot-
tom 50th percentile when 
it comes to our math, our 
science and our English in 
comparison to our counter-
parts in the state. I’m run-
ning for school board be-
cause I believe I have fresh 
eyes. Th is is something I 
have done as far as coordi-
nate educational programs 
for the state of Texas, for 
my current employers. I am 
head over their training. I 
think making the most of 
the resources that we have 
is key. I think that’s what it 
comes to down to. What’s 
going on in Gainesville as 
a whole, the school system 
is one block of three. Th at 
means our citizens and our 
city government. I believe 
through the proper educa-
tion that our median in-
come here in this town can 
go from $44,000 up to an 

average of $56,000. Educa-
tion is key in that. Not only 
is education key, but educa-
tion is key to be able to re-
tain people here. As I said, 
we have a vast amount of re-
sources here and I don’t feel 
like we are utilizing them 
because we are not educated 
enough and the ones that 
are educated enough, they 
don’t have the resources to 
stay. So, I want to be one of 
the driving forces to make 
people stay, to make people 
be a part of this commu-
nity, not go to Callisburg or 
not go to Denton. We have 
good people here and we 
want them to grow and to 
produce in our town.
 GISD is the largest por-
tion of property taxes. 
How do you view taxes 
with regard to your voting 
power?
 I think it’s tremendous. I 
think it’s one of the largest 
sources that any citizen can 
have. I think your right to 
vote is worth more than the 
dollar anyone has in their 
pocket. Th e voting power is 
something that’s long lasting 
whereas currency or any-
thing else can come and go. 
Now, with that being said, I 
believe that the resources are 
there. I believe that we need 
to look at our budgets, look 
at what we’re doing with 
our budgets. Gainesville, I 
believe I saw this number 
yesterday, we average around 
$27 million as far as our 
budget goes, that’s three pre-
cent lower than the rest of 
the state. I’m not saying raise 

taxes, I’m not saying that at 
all. I just think we need re-
allocate and be more intent 
on where our goals are. I 
think as a school board, as 
a whole, we ask ourselves 
the question, ‘What is our 
role? What is the target we 
are trying to hit and how do 
we get there?’ And I think, 
again, through fresh eyes, I 
could actually bend the con-
versation in that way versus 
to the status quo. With the 
town’s diversity and just 
how it has changed over the 
last ten years, we cannot ap-
proach our education sys-
tem the way we did 15 years 
ago. We have a diff erent au-
dience. We need to address 
that. We need to address 
that to bring parents in. We 
need to show parents what 
their child can aspire to be. 
Th at goes through targeted, 
initiative plans. Not the sta-
tus quo. Like I said, I’ve been 
here for 18 years and a lot 
of citizens are hard working 
people but a lot of citizens, 
they don’t have high school 
degrees, sometimes they 
don’t have college degrees. 
Sometimes they may not 
have a fulltime job. It’s our 
role as a school district to 
help the parents fi ll that gap 
to be able to have initiatives. 
For example, taking a fi eld 
trip to partner with a major 
company and then maybe 
sit in on a board meeting, 
sit in on a budget meeting, 
sit in on a ribbon cutting, 
things of that nature. Part of 
the school district’s job is to 

(Continued on Page 9)

Lenny Guillory
Challenger

GISD Board of Trustees, Place 5

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
ISD Board of Trustees.
 My name is Nathan 
Dempsey and I’ve been 
a resident of Gainesville, 
Texas since 1995 and I’m 
running for re-election for 
school board and I feel like 
it’s a duty to serve our com-
munity in as many ways as 
we can and be a positive 
impact on our community 
and really not be that person 
that always asks questions or 
complains. Let’s fi nd out the 
facts and I also feel like I can 
be a sounding board for our 
community especially when 
they do have an issue. And if 
they don’t have information 
exactly correct at least I can 
give that to them in the cor-
rect form or fashion. 
 GISD is the largest por-
tion of property taxes. 
How do you view taxes 
with regard to your voting 
power?
 Well, it costs money to 
run a school and our en-
tity is no diff erent from 
any other entity out there 
when it comes to indepen-
dent school districts. Un-
fortunately, it’s just part of 
what we have to pay. But 
with that, our budget that 
we have, you know we have 
a $30-plus million budget 
and that’s what it costs to 
run the schools, take care of 
our children in our commu-
nity and as far as our taxes 
are concerned, I realize that’s 
one of the larger parts of it 
but it’s also a large expense 

to provide for our children 
in our community. 
 Last year saw a lot of 
change. How do you view 
the changes due to COV-
ID-19 with the implemen-
tation of virtual learning 
and now trying to return 
to in-person learning?
 My wife is an educator so 
I know fi rsthand that impact 
on the teachers as well as the 
students, and it was obvi-
ously a trying time for all 
of us but especially our chil-
dren and I have to commend 
our staff  at GISD on being 
able to respond on such a 
short period of time to be 
able to get all of these kids 
online and to be able to do 
this virtual learning so that 
we didn’t miss that last eight 
weeks. I  know we had a lull 
there for a couple weeks but 
once we got up and running 
I was very proud of that fact 
and I think one thing that 
was important, I was think-
ing about this the other day, 
because I know that’s kind 
of a hot button for any dis-
trict and that is the versality 
that online school gives us. 
When we had to deal with 
the issue at the high school 
with the gas line and it shut 
the high school down be-
cause of safety concerns, we 
were able to immediately 
fl ip the switch and go into 
that online. So as bad as 
COVID was and as a big a 
hardship as it’s been, I think 
it’s almost a renaissance for 
us and a new education. I 
don’t mean we’re going to 
go all online I just mean it 
gives us that extra avenue to 
be able to, you know, let’s 
go a diff erent route because 
we can’t do it this way, we at 
least have this as a backup 
continuing on and pray that 
we never have another one 
these situations but I feel 
like we are ready for it. But 
most importantly, our staff  

is to be commended 100 
percent on that.
 New buildings and fa-
cilities have been discussed 
with upcoming bonds. 
How do you view these is-
sues?
 You know, all of our 
buildings and I fi nd this 
when I’m talking to people 
in the community, that we 
have a lot of old buildings. 
When you really look at 
our properties, I always say 
our newest one is the high 
school but when you go 
after that, Chalmers is 20 
years old. Gainesville In-
termediate probably 24-25 
years old. Th ese buildings, 
although they are well built. 
We have air conditioners. 
We have roofs that are at 
capacity now meaning they 
are at their life expectancy, 
and unfortunately these are 
not cheap things to replace. 
So we have some capital 
expenses that are coming. 
Fortunately with our bud-
get and we’ve done things, 
there’s diff erent avenues 
that we’re going to have 
to go to pay for these but 
these are things that have to 
be done. If we don’t, we’re 
going to have hot build-
ings. We’ve doing to have 
leaky roofs which are going 
to cost more to repair. We 
have great facilities. Our 
facilities manager does an 
awesome job. Dr. Stewart 
does an awesome job with 
that as well, but they know 
and they recognize. Th ey’ve 
seen the issues and it’s just a 
matter of age and we’ve got 
to in and we’ve got to fi x 
it. Th is is not a situation of 
we’re just doing something 
to do it. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for GISD school 
board?
 Well I’ve been in the cor-
porate world for 2 years now 

(Continued on Page 9)

Nathan Dempsy
Incumbent

 Please introduce your-
self and explain why you 
are running for Gainesville 
ISD Board of Trustees.
 My name is Joel Najera. 
I am the father of three 
Gainesville ISD students 
and I’m also a student at the 
University of North Texas. 
During the past three years 
I have attended NCTC and 
UNT and I have met plenty 
of GISD students and stu-
dents from the surrounding 
districts along the way. And 
if there is anything I can say 
about that experience it’s 
that I have heard from many 
of those students that they 
simply did not feel prepared 
enough for the experience 
of college. For that reason, 
that is partially one of my 
motivations for running for 
school board. Another mo-
tivation would be when it 
comes to my own children. I 
have two children that have 
been in the special needs 
program. One still is. Th e 
other has graduated, and I 
have been pleased with the 
experience that they’ve had. 
I would love to see all stu-
dents have the experience 
that they’ve had all across 
the board. So when it comes 
to GISD, I just want to be 
part of whatever comes next.
GISD is the largest portion 
of property taxes. How do 
you view taxes with regard 
to your voting power?
 When it comes to the sub-
ject of property taxes, to be-
gin with, my understanding 
the reason the property taxes 
have to do with the school 

district is because the state 
does not have income tax 
and just the way that that 
is. When it comes to vot-
ing power in property taxes, 
I mean, anyone that resides 
in the district is allowed to 
vote whether they pay prop-
erty taxes or not. And in that 
regard,  I don’t think voting 
should be limited to people 
that only pay property tax. 
Regardless of if you are rent-
ing or you own a home you 
should still have a say in 
what happens in your school 
district. 
 Last year saw a lot of 
change. How do you view 
the changes due to COV-
ID-19 with the implemen-
tation of virtual learning 
and now trying to return 
to in-person learning?
 I, myself, chose to have 
my children attend in-per-
son after I realized that vir-
tual learning was not going 
to work for them. Th at be-
ing said, a portion of that 
does have to deal with one 
of the children being spe-
cial needs. It’s just not the 
environment for him. I am 
inclined with the recent de-
velopments and the vaccina-
tions and us getting vacci-
nations speeded to teachers 
with reopening happening. 
I don’t think the all-virtual 
has been, you know, it’s bet-
ter than nothing but I’m 
sure there’s going to be some 
eff ects felt from that once 
the dust settles from that. I 
would love to return to in-
person learning exclusively 
if the conditions are safe. I 
understand the need at the 
time to do virtual learning 
but I feel overall we are go-
ing to fi nd the eff ects of that 
are detrimental. 
 New buildings and fa-
cilities have been discussed 
with upcoming bonds. 
How do you view those is-
sues?

 I am familiar with the 
bond where they were want-
ing to consolidate some of 
the campuses and I did have 
some support for that in re-
gards to I do believe some 
of the age groups would be 
better suited together rather 
than what they currently 
are. I believe that the ad-
vancement of the district, 
within reason, that is some-
thing that we should try to 
do to be more competitive. 
I believe some people may 
have some concern about 
where this money is com-
ing from, what that means 
for them personally as far 
as their tax burden but with 
some of the things that are 
going on with the school 
district particularly we still 
have a not that great drop 
out rate. I mean, it could be 
better. You know I’m all for 
anything that could improve 
our retention and also make 
us more competitive with 
the other districts. Th at’s 
something I don’t oppose, 
us becoming more advanced 
with these buildings. I sup-
port school consolidation. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for GISD school 
board?
 I believe that my most re-
cent experience with going 
to college has really put me 
in tune with what students 
need to succeed in college 
and particularly in this envi-
ronment not knowing how 
long it’s going to be before 
it gets back to normal. But I 
did also recently attend col-
lege and so I’m very in tuned 
with what our students are 
going to need to succeed in 
higher education but I also 
have my heart set on helping 
students that do not neces-
sarily want to go into higher 
education. Th ey want some 
other career. I really just 
want there to be something 

(Continued on Page 9)

Joel Najera
Challenger
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my age, I said I don’t want 
to describe to my grandchil-
dren what that monument 
means, that hit me right 
here in my heart. Because 
I didn’t want to take my 
grandchildren out in public 
and let them enjoy a city 
park, a zoo, a playground, a 
picnic without having to de-
scribe something that may 
not be of my liking. So, I’m 
really proud of this council 
and what we did. I know 
that we caught a lot of heat 
for it, but for me personally, 
and the representation that I 
promised when I swore in as 
a city councilman, I’m very 
proud of what we did.
 Are you running to 
change things or to keep 
them the same? What 
changes, if any, would you 
make?
 I’ve seen this city in worse 
fi nancial shape. I’ve seen this 
city in better community 
shape. And what I mean by 
that is where we love one 
another and have compas-
sion towards one another. I 
feel like we are currently on 
a good tract fi nancially and 
I think it requires strong 
leadership to maintain that, 
that structure of fi nancial re-
sponsibility. I think we owe 
it our children and grand-
children and beyond to con-
tinuously improve this city, 
to leave them something 
better than we were left 
with. I want to have open 
dialogue again with people, 
not with hate and not with 
divisiveness. I want us to get 
back to where we love one 
another and care about our 
city. Th is partisan politics 
breaks my heart. I have nev-
er been a partisan person. I 
have strong individual opin-
ions but when I was elected 
to be in a representative gov-
ernment, as a representative 
of all people, I have to look 
at that with integrity, and I 
want to bring people back 
together to have conversa-
tions.  A couple of weeks 
ago, I worked at B.P. Doug-
las Park with the fundraiser 
and I had such a great time 
talking to classmates, talking 
to people that I haven’t seen 
in years, enjoying their com-
pany for no reason other 
than this is our city. Th is is 
where we live. Th is is what 
we have to leave a legacy for. 
I don’t really want to change 
anything other than peoples’ 
attitudes toward govern-
ment. Our city workers 
work so hard and are so de-
voted to what they do and I 

just want to change the atti-
tude that goes toward them.
 What makes you the best 
candidate for Gainesville 
mayor?
 Like I said earlier, at the 
age of 19, I swore to the 
United States military to 
protect and defend the 
constitution of the United 
States. I took that to heart. 
Words mean things to me, 
and so when I took that oath 
I promised to do that. Well, 
I remain on federal service 
to this day. I work for the 
FFA now. I’ve started two 
national programs with the 
FFA that still stand and they 
deal with air traffi  c safety. 
So I have program devel-
opment. I  have policy and 
procedure development. I 
have that execution of all 
of that. I was on the school 
boardl eight years here local-
ly. I sat as a secretary and as 
a vice president during my 
tenure there. I have a voting 
record that you can go look 
up and see how I voted on 
what issues, and that is open 
record. [GISD] bought 230 
acres where the current high 
school sits. I was very proud 
of that accomplishment be-
cause it not only gave a new 
home for our new school but 
it gave the opportunity for 
expansion of other schools. 
We built a new high school 
after passing a $25 million 
bond. I hired a superinten-
dent on that watch. So there 
were some executive level 
opportunities there. I went 
through a leadership pro-
gram there. I’m currently 
on the city council for fi ve 
years. I’m the mayor pro 
tem. I’m very familiar with 
the budget. I’m very familiar 
with the city as a whole, its 
needs, the things we are fac-
ing coming up in the next 
few years and I have a rela-
tionship with businesses in 
this town and stake holders 
in this town. I feel like I have 
spent the last 30 years pre-
paring myself for this role al-
though that wasn’t my goal. 
I just feel like I’m a person 
who loves this community 
and I just want to give back. 
I’ve raised my children here. 
Th ey’ve gone on to do their 
great things in life, and I am 
at a place where I can give 
back as much as I need. I 
just love this city, and when 
I say ‘this city’ that means all 
the people in it. Th e build-
ings are just brick and mor-
tar, but the city is made up 
of the people, and I would 
consider it an honor. Th at’s 
why I think I am the best 
choice for mayor. 

Tommy Moore
Continued from Page 5
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a voice. With the protests 
that happened last year, a lot 
of people know me with Pro 
Gainesville and something 
that I heard over and over 
again from our mayor Jim 
Goldsworthy all the way up 
to our judge Jason Brinkley 
was ‘Justin, run for offi  ce.’ 
And so that’s why I’m run-
ning and so there’s things 
that we need to address. 
For instance, we’re fi ning 
people for tall grass but we 
have an old hospital build-
ing that’s been sitting there 
abandoned that’s been an 
eyesore for years. So what 
are we doing to  make those 
improvements. Th e street 
situation with the potholes 
and the graffi  ti. Th ose are 
things that I really want to 
look at and found out what 
needs to happen. We can 
change things all day long 
in our city but we don’t get 
down to that root cause of 
what’s causing the issues that 
need to change, we’re just 

going to keep changing and 
nothing is actually doing to 
change.
 What makes you the best 
candidate for Gainesville 
City Council?
 I feel like anybody that 
knows me understands that 
they can come to me and 
talk to me about anything. 
And I do listen to opposing 
views. You know, my views 
may not necessarily be the 
same as my next door neigh-
bor but if my next door 
neighbor came to me and 
said, ‘I know we have diff er-
ent views but this is what is 
aff ecting me and why.’ I’m 
going to make sure this gets 
resolved even though it may 
be diff erent views. Th e fact 
that I’m approachable and 
people can talk to me. I just 
want to be the voice for the 
people of Gainesville and 
not just the community that 
exists now but the next gen-
eration. We need to be pull-
ing in the next generation 
to move the city forward in-
stead of keeping it stagnant.

Justin Thompson
Continued from Page 5
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expose our children to aspire 
to be  better than what think 
they can be. And I believe 
that we can do that. 
 Last year saw a lot of 
change. How do you view 
the changes due to COV-
ID-19 with the implemen-
tation of virtual learning 
and the district’s proposed 
return to in-person learn-
ing?
 I think no one could have 
ever been prepared to go 
through what we’ve gone 
through, and I think our 
school district, like most 
districts did the absolute 
best that they can. But even 
with the hardship that we 
faced over the course of 
the last year, I think there 
are probably lessons to be 
learned. I think there’s, 
again, tools that we had at 
our disposal that we didn’t 
know that we had. Why not 
use those? Why not use the 
virtual learning aspect of it 
as a supplement for in-per-
son? It doesn’t have to be a 
zero sum game. It doesn’t. 
When you have chil-
dren that are maybe sick. 
When you have children, 
you know, deaths happen 
how come we can’t keep 
the good parts of virtual 
learning to supplement in-
person learning? Shouldn’t 
be a zero sum. I’m excited 
for our kids to go back to 
school. I think it’s good 
socially. I think it’s good 
when it comes to being 
able to comprehend more. 
But there’s no need to take 
something that we’ve all 
learned to master and dis-
card it because we’re all go-
ing back to normal. Again, 
my campaign is not about 
going back to normal. My 
campaign is about look-
ing toward the future and 
utilizing the tools that we 
have today to propel us into 
the future. Virtual learn-
ing is a part of it. I think a 
lot of kids throughout the 
course of life happening 
they dropped out of school 
because, well maybe, they 
had to get a job. I know 
my uncle did and maybe, 
just maybe, if he would 
have had the tool of virtual 
learning for those situa-
tions, maybe he would’ve 
gotten a high school degree. 
Maybe he wouldn’t have 
gotten into legal trouble. 
All these things should 
point at what tools do we 
have at our disposal to be 
able to support the child. 
It’s easy, in my opinion, to 
look at the model student 
and say everyone should be 
that model student. Th at’s 
just not reality. Let’s look at 
our students where the par-
ents are having to work two 
jobs. Let’s look at where the 
child themselves having to 
work or take care of their 
younger siblings or take 
care of their grandmother 
or their grandfather. Let’s 
look at these tools to keep 
these people in school, ac-
tive, engaged. I think virtu-
al learning could be a very 
brave tool moving forward 
into the future.
 New buildings and fa-
cilities have been discussed 
with upcoming bonds. 
How do you view these is-
sues?
 I’ve been asked that a lot 
actually. And I’ve thought 
about it a lot. And I think 
it’s a very good question 
but here’s my thing. If we 
can’t get our children up to 
state levels when it comes 
to reading, when it comes 
to math, when it comes to 
science, when it comes to 
extra-curricular opportu-
nities then I kind of think 
we’re putting the cart before 
the horse. Let’s go back to 
the basics. Again, fresh eyes 
here. Let’s look at what we’re 
doing right. Let’s look at 
what we’re doing wrong and 
let’s try to improve on what 
opportunities that we need 
and then maybe down the 
road when there’s a need for 
it, we can discuss the bonds. 
But at this point in time, I 
don’t think it’s healthy for 
our town and I don’t think 
the investment yields the 
dividends for our children 
because we have a shiny new 
building. Let’s look at how 
we can invest in the individ-
ual which brings me back to 
my point. As far as per child 
we invest approximately 

$10,000 a child. Th e state 
average is over $11,000. 
Let’s look at our teachers. 
Again, statewide we are in 
the bottom percentile when 
it comes to ratio to teacher 
classroom. Let’s get that ra-
tio down to 1 to 11 which 
is the state average. I don’t 
think now is the time to dis-
cuss bonds. I think now is 
the time is discuss what can 
we do to invest in our chil-
dren. Gainesville is growing 
by leaps and bounds. Our 
neighboring communities 
are growing by leaps and 
bounds which includes an 
infl ux from the Denton 
area, the Prosper area, from 
the Sanger area so why don’t 
we invest in our children to 
show the state of Texas that 
we can make the proper 
investments, yield the divi-
dends. I hate to say it, like 
Callisburg does. If you look 
at their numbers in com-
parison to ours. Mind you, 
their tax base isn’t too diff er-
ent from ours, some might 
argue that, but I know for 
a fact Era’s isn’t. But they’ve 
been more direct and more 
intent on where they put 
their money than we have. 
So, I guess long story short, 
bonds should not be dis-
cussed at this moment. 
 What makes you the best 
candidate for GISD school 
board?
 Well, it’s a combination 
of a couple of things. I’m 
originally from Bonham, 
Texas which is 60 miles east 
of here. I went to school 
there. I was actually raised 
in a little small town called 
Ravenna, Texas. So I’ve 
been through smaller 3-4 A 
schools my entire life. Now, 
education has been my pas-
sion my entire life. I gradu-
ated. I went and taught for a 
couple of years in Sherman 
and then I decided I wanted 
to take an opportunity for 
the state of Texas working 
in aging and disability with 
mentally challenged people 
from 6 years old to 65. One 
of my jobs was being able 
to write the life skill pro-
grams for these people, and 
when you boil it all down, 
education should be about 
skills. I think that test scores 
should be a by-product but 
I think if you put things in 
their proper order, that’s the 
positive by-product of doing 
things right. I’ve been in this 
town long enough to know 
that this is a good town, and 
we have good kids and we 
have hardworking parents 
but I don’t think that our 
school board as a whole is 
looking forward. I think that 
we need to go back again to 
the drawing board and start 
examining other school dis-
tricts and try to model some 
of those things. You know, 
I had a conversation with 
someone a while back. Th ey 
very politely told me, ‘We 
are good the way we are, and 
we don’t need to change.’ 
I’m saying that change is 
inevitable. I love our tradi-
tions. I love the traditions of 
this town. Summer Sounds 
is amazing. I think it does 
wonderful things for our 
community. Th ose things 
are good. Th ose things are 
positive. But when we have 
a tradition of more racial 
divides, bullying, things 
of that nature and we are 
brushing it under the rug, 
forgive me for being blunt 
about it, we’re brushing un-
der the rug and saying sta-
tus quo is good enough, it’s 
obvious that it’s not. And 
again, I think that Gaines-
ville as a whole, our Gaines-
ville ISD is at a tipping 
point. We can be a shining 
star of North Texas but we 
have to look for other inspi-
rations than what we’re do-
ing. Not what my dad did. 
Or what your mom did or 
whoever has been genera-
tionally through Gainesville. 
Obviously, we’ve looked on 
past that and technology has 
been a big portion of that. 
We can walk and chew gum 
at the same time and noth-
ing is a zero sum. If elected 
I can make this promise that 
I am not a zero sum kind of 
person. I will listen to every-
one. Sympathy, empathy. 
Understanding that my tra-
ditions may not be the same 
as yours. I’ll say it again, we 
are a growing, diverse town 
and we need to embrace 
that. Not ignore it and that’s 
what I plan on doing.

Lenny Guillory
Continued from Page 8

(Continued from Page 8)

and I feel that our job as 
board of trustees is to help 
run this business. On the 
fi nancial side of it and over-
see that we are spending 
our taxpayer’s money in the 
best way possible and be-
ing good stewards of that 
budget. So that’s one of the 
reasons. I feel like my busi-
ness background and what I 
do in just managing a busi-
ness and every one of these 
guys that are up there has 

been in some sort of man-
agement role whether it be 
operations, facilities or ac-
counting. I mean, it’s just 
all diff erent. Everyone has 
had a big spectrum when 
you look at all the trustee 
members. So it’s just a busi-
ness background. Having 
business sense and know-
ing how we need to spend 
money and balance the 
budget and make sure that 
we are spending it correctly 
and not abusing that spend-
ing power.

Nathan Dempsy
Continued from Page 8

(Continued from Page 8)

for everyone, that makes 
them want to stay in 
school, that makes them, 
you know, want to go to 
school every morning. I’ve 
seen some stuff  recently 
with bullying. Th at stuff  
needs to stop. I have some 
ideas on how to combat 
that. But when we have 
not quite enough programs 
that are making students 
want to stay or not enough 
that is making students 
prepared for college, one 

thing that have found ri-
diculous about college is 
that they are having to 
have so much college prep-
aration for students that 
are in college. You’re hav-
ing fi rst year experience 
courses. You’re having a lot 
of students having to go to 
remedial. We can do better 
and we will do better. But 
we need to have the poli-
cies and programs in place 
to do that to where we are 
sending students to wher-
ever they want to go to be 
successful and prepared.

Joel Najera
Continued from Page 8

(Continued from Page 3)

Patsy Jean Saville

Services
 Patsy Jean Saville, 68 of 
Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on April 5, 2021 at 
her home.  Visitation will be 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 from 
6:00-8:00 pm at Meador 
Funeral Home, 1204 E. 
California Street, Gaines-
ville.  Graveside service will 
be held Monday, April 12, 
2021 at 2:00 pm at Valley 
View Cemetery.
History
 She was born June 4, 1952 
to Curtis and Jean (Rhodes) 
Saville in Dallas, Texas.  Pat-
sy attended North Mesquite 
High School, then went 
on to attend MTA Truck 
Driving school in 1990 and 
graduated in 1991.  She 
loved to take those “spur of 
the moment” road trips to 
wherever and enjoyed the 
playful laughter of grand-
kids and great grandkids.  
Survivors
 Patsy is survived by her 
son: Donald Cosgrove, Jr of 
Gainesville, Texas; daughter, 
Laurie Cosgrove Templain 
and husband Mark of Dal-
las, Texas; grandchildren, 
Jamie Cosgrove, Brian Cos-
grove, Scott Sitton and Mi-
randa Sitton.
 Preceded in death; Jean 
Saville, mother; Curtis Sav-
ille, father; Randy Saville, 
brother; Elizabeth Cosgrove, 
great-granddaughter; Justin 
Cosgrove, great-grandson.
 Pallbearers: Jamie Cos-
grove, Robert McElreath, 
Scott Sitton, Mark Tem-

plain, Miranda Sitton, Brian 
Cosgrove.

Joe Bartush

Services
 Mass of Christian Burial 
for Joe Bartush will be held 
at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
April 17, 2021 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Muenster. Rosary and Vigil 
will be held at 6:00 PM on 
Friday, April 16, 2021 at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church. 
Mr. Bartush passed away 
on Monday, April 5, 2021. 
Please wear happy colors! In 
lieu of fl owers, memorials 
can be made to the Sacred 
Heart Scholarship Fund.
History
 Joseph M. Bartush, 60, 
of Pilot Point, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by his 
loving family early on Easter 
Monday, April 5. He fought 
a courageous battle against 
T-cell Prolymphocytic Leu-
kemia. 
 Joe was born in Dal-
las, Texas on June 3, 1960, 
number 8 of 13 children, 
to Mary Jane and Charles 
F. Bartush, Sr.  Th e Bartush 
family attended Christ the 
King Catholic Church & 
School, Jesuit College Pre-
paratory School of Dallas, 
and Ursuline Academy of 
Dallas before moving out 
of the big city to Muen-
ster, Texas. While attend-
ing Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church and School, the 
family immediately im-
mersed themselves in sports 
and small-town living.  Joe 

excelled at all sports, setting 
numerous records at all lev-
els.  Joe developed his love 
of the outdoors in Muen-
ster, was an avid hunter, and 
encouraged his children to 
enjoy the same.  Joe gradu-
ated from Benedictine Col-
lege in Atchison, Kansas.  
In 1983 he returned to 
Dallas to work with his fa-
ther in the food industry at 
Bartush-Schnitzius Foods 
Company. Joe spent almost 
30 years managing customer 
accounts. He loved his job 
and his gregarious nature 
shone in this profession. Joe 
attended St Rita Catholic 
Church and met his wife, 
Barbara, there. Married in 
1985, four children soon 
followed.  Th ey attended St 
Rita, Jesuit & Ursuline. Joe 
was an active parishioner, 
daily mass attendee, lector 
& Eucharistic Minister. He 
was a founding member 
& active volunteer of the 
Knight of Columbus chap-
ter at St Rita. Boy Scouts 
soon became the joy of his 
life and he led his 3 sons, 
and numerous other boys, 
to the level of Eagle Scout. 
His knowledge of wildlife, 

camping, and cooking was 
enjoyed by all.  Joe started 
working at St Rita Catholic 
Church in 2015. Everyone 
looked forward to seeing 
Joe’s smiling face around 
campus and at all events he 
prepared.  Joe was also an 
avid BBQ master and really 
enjoyed cooking and smok-
ing meats for family and 
friends.
Survivors
 Joe was preceded in death 
by his devoted parents and 
sisters, Ann & Virginia. Joe 
is survived by his wife, Bar-
bara; Children; Katie, Andy, 
Peter & William. He also is 
survived by siblings, Charles, 
wife June; Bill, wife Darlene; 
Mary Beth; John, wife Lanie; 
Cindy, husband Sam; Cathy, 
husband Mark; Paul, wife 
Beth; Angela; Mike, wife 
Katrinka; Jim, wife Pam.  
He leaves behind a mother-
in-law, Ellen Newman and 
brother-in-law, Todd Lane, 
who love him as their own. 
Th ere are numerous nieces, 
nephews & grand nieces and 
nephews that will miss their 
Uncle Joe. Joe also leaves nu-
merous relatives in Michigan 
& beyond.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce. 
 Daniel Ramos Bravo, 

36, Gainesville and Ane-
ly Griselda Moreno, 42, 
Gainesville.
 Joseph Nall Hamilton, 
19, Gainesville and Dakota 
Rose Teller, 19. 

Marriage License

Requests Received

Obituaries
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We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320.

The Weekly News clas-
sifi ed ads. Just give us a  
call 940.665.2320.

NO. PR 17945
IN THE ESTATE OF JAMES SANDMANN,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of James Sandmann, Deceased, 
were issued on March 29, 2021, in Cause No. PR17945, 
pending in the County Court at Law of Cooke County, 
Texas, to: Nicholas Sandmann/Bernard Sandmann. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 c/o James L. Moss
 Attorney for
 Nicholas Sandmann/Bernard Sandmann
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698 

DATED the 29th day of March, 2021.

   James L. Moss
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 
                                                                                                 04/14

ESTATE SALE
Thursday & Friday 9-5

Saturday 9-4  |  Sunday 9-3
2088 Southmayd Rd, Whitesboro TX 76273
This is a very large estate sale with many unusual 
Items, including Rare Silver Surfer Poster, Vintage 

Toys with some in original packaging, Milk Cans, Py-
rex, Corning, Mid-Century Furniture and much more.

For Descriptions and Information see
durhamestatesales.net

Say hello to everyone’s 
favorite Buddy! He is 
truly man’s best friend 
and knows no strangers, 
as he is always ready 
to meet new people. 
Buddy is always happy 
and will greet you with 
a booty wiggle and lots 
of love. He is an ener-

getic boy that would love to play with you all day. He 
really enjoys getting to go outside to run around the 
yard and chase toys with you. He also gets along great 
with other active dogs that love to play. If you’re inter-
ested in knowing what Buddy is all about give us a call 
at (940)665-9800 to make an appointment to come see 
this handsome boy. Bring the family along with you, 
including your other dogs, to see if Buddy can fi t in 
perfectly with your family. We are open Monday- Sat-
urday 11-5, closed Thursday and Sunday. 

Animals For Sale

Animal Adoption

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

For All your Auction needs
Owner Ken Pearse 940-736-8751

License #11148

WW AUCTION COMPANY 

Auctions

Donkey-2 Year Old Grey Female and Older Paint Male. 
940 736 7280.
                                                                                                                                                        04/14

Help Wanted

Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                  01/27

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                   02/17

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                                                                                            03/17

Help needed, general landscape installer, to do land-
scape installations such as trees, shrubs, retaining 
walls etc. No lawn maintenance mowing! Call Mike 
214.546.0140 or 940.736.6268.

                       03/31

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN APPRENTICE
Busy service department is looking for an eager person to train, prior experience 

is a plus, but not necessary. Schooling is compensated. Monday - Friday
7:30-5:30, 401K, Medical Bene  ts, and vacation pay after 1 year. 

AUTOMOTIVE LUBE TECHNICIAN
Full Time, Monday – Friday 7:30-5:30, 401K, Medical Bene  ts

and Vacation Pay after 1 year.

Contact Trish Winkler at 940-759-2244
or trishw@muensterford.com

Garage Sale
Big Garage Sale - Friday 
& Saturday at FM 3092. 
MCM Storage #320
                                                                   04/14

Sofa & Love Seat $600, 
Double bed $75, 11 Draw-
er Dresser $75, Glass Top 
Dining Table w/4 chairs 
$75, 2 Drawer File $10, 
Stereo & Cabinet $75, 
Dog Crates - large $75, 
medium $50, small $25. 
Call and leave message 
940-284-1691.
                                                                   04/07

Church Nursery Worker.  
Sunday Mornings 9a-12p. 
$10/Hr Gainesville Bible 
Church 940-668-2781.
                                                                                                                                           04/07

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
of Cooke County for as 
little as $7.50 per week. at 
940.665.2320.

PUBLIC NOTICE

 Notice of Public Hearing on reduction of speed 
limit on County Road 428, located in Precinct 4 of 
Cooke County, Texas. 
 Pursuant to Section 251.152 of the Texas Trans-
portation Code, notice is hereby given to all interested 
persons that: 
 A public hearing will be held by and before the 
Cooke County Commissioners Court at 10:00 A.M. on 
Monday the 26th day of April, 2021 in the Commis-
sioners Courtroom, located on the First Floor of the 
Cooke County Courthouse. All interested persons are 
given the right to appear and be heard on the follow-
ing matter placed on the Commissioners Court Meeting 
Agenda. 
 It is the purpose of the Commissioners Court to 
deliberate and consider possible action regarding re-
ducing the speed limit on County Road 428 starting at 
FM 2739, continuing west to the “County Maintenance 
Ends” sign that connects with the City of Muenster , lo-
cated in Precinct 4 of Cooke County, Texas to 45 mph. 
 Witness the hand and offi cial seal of said Court on 
April 9, 2021. 
 Cooke County Judge, Steve Starnes 
                                                                                                 04/14

PUBLIC NOTICE

 Notice of Public Hearing on reduction of speed 
limit on County Road 444, located in Precinct 4 of 
Cooke County, Texas. 
 Pursuant to Section 251.152 of the Texas Trans-
portation Code, notice is hereby given to all interested 
persons that: 
 A public hearing will be held by and before the 
Cooke County Commissioners Court at 10:00 A.M. on 
Monday the 26th day of April, 2021 in the Commis-
sioners Courtroom, located on the First Floor of the 
Cooke County Courthouse. All interested persons are 
given the right to appear and be heard on the follow-
ing matter placed on the Commissioners Court Meeting 
Agenda. 
 It is the purpose of the Commissioners Court to de-
liberate and consider possible action regarding reduc-
ing the speed limit on County Road 444 starting at FM 
1201, continuing east to the end of the county road , lo-
cated in Precinct 4 of Cooke County, Texas to 45 mph. 
 Witness the hand and offi cial seal of said Court on 
April 9, 2021. 
 Cooke County Judge, Steve Starnes 
                                                                                                 04/14

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 2 UNITS,

 Of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien.  Sale to be 
held at Big Tree Self Storage at 8051 FM 902 Collins-
ville, TX 76233(one mile east of Lake Kiowa Main en-
trance) on Mat 8, 2021 at 10:00am.  Clean up deposit 
is required.  Seller reserves the right to withdraw the 
property at any time before the sale.  Unit items sold 
as-is to highest bidder.

 Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following Tenants:

 Ashley Zercher, toys and household items

 Eugene Palshin, furniture and household items
 
    J.B. Cole/Property Manager
    Big Tree Self Storage, LLC
    PO Box 630
    Gainesville, TX 76241
                                                                                                 04/14

Garage Sale - 1220 Whal-
ey Dr. Saturday 17th 8am-
4pm and Sunday 18th 
9am-2pm.
                                                                   04/14

For Sale

Yard Sale - 1736 CR 211 
Off of FM 678 Toward 
Lake Kiowa April 16th 
and 17th 7am-3pm.
                                                                   04/14

Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   04/07

No. PR 17930
IN THE ESTATE OF MARIE ZIMMERER,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of MARIE ZIMMERER, De-
ceased, were issued on March 4, 2021, in Cause No. 
PR17930, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: FIRST STATE BANK. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 26th day of March, 2021. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                 04/14

The Weekly News
is the LARGEST &

MOST READ
Newspaper

in Cooke County!
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Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
              

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

House
For Rent

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).

                    04/28

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
                                                                                                                                             04/28

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Credit Cards AcceptedCredit Cards Accepted

Painting / Drywall
and Handyman Services

For a FREE Estimate
Call Kevin 940-902-2591  

• Popcorn Ceiling Removal • Wall Repair
• Texture Blending and Matching

• Granite and Marble Countertops
• Credit Cards Accepted

All Aspects of Handyman Services
Minor Plumbing and Electrical

Licensed & Insured

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

Shadowood 
Townhomes

Lynwood Aps
310 W Church
(commercial)

603 E Hwy 82 -
Nocona

(commercial lot)
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www.tcog.com/msw

Performed with a grant from Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality (TCEQ) and with SEP penalty monies from a TCEQ 

enforcement action. For more information, visit www.tceq.texas.gov 

or www.epa.gov/hw/household-hazardous-waste-hhw

Household 
Hazardous 
Waste Collection 
Event

Gainesville, Texas

April 24, 2021
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

By Appointment Only. Reserve your 
spot today by visiting:

www.tcog.com/msw/hhw-collection-event-reservation-form

Accepting HHW, Tires, Electronics, & Latex Paint

Or simply scan this QR code 
with your phone:

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru April 30, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

(Continued from Page 1)

provide even just manpow-
er,” Bezner said. “I’m not ask-
ing for money or anything. I 
mean a county crew could 
come over there and clean 
the brush out of the west 
side, repair the fence, level 
the land and put up a marker 
for the people that are bur-
ied there. Not much money 
would be spent. Just thought 
the county should take care 
of the cemetery.”
 Klement noted the cem-
etery is on West Highway 
82 across from the TxDOT 
storage area.
 “I think [the cemetery] de-
serves some dignity myself,” 
Bezner said. 
 Th e county is not respon-
sible for all its cemeteries but 
Cooke County  Attorney Ed 
Zielinski addressed the issue 
during the meeting noting 
the cemetery is county prop-
erty “and my understanding 
is we are fi ne to maintain 
it… the only properties that 
we can take care of are those 
that belong to the county.”
 Starnes said it would also 
be appropriate to have a 
historical marker associated 
with the cemetery.  Mow-
ing services may be provided 
along with assistance erecting 
a fence at the site.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included minutes of 
the previous meetings.
 Departmental reports from 
Rural Subdivision and Septic 
for March; District Clerk for 
March; Constable, Pct. 1 
for March; Court Compli-
ance for March; Constable, 
Pct. 2 for March,; JP, Pct. 2 
for March, Commissioner, 
Pct. 1 for March; County 
Clerk for March, Library for 
March; Commissioners, Pct. 
3 and 4 for March; Auditor, 
October, November and De-
cember 2020; County Attor-
ney, March.
 Fiscal year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly bills.
 Payroll and related expens-
es.
 Affi  davit closing the 2020 
Texas Department of Agri-
culture Texans Feeding Tex-
ans Home-Delivered meal 
grant program.
 Surplus by trade-in of two 
excavator attachments at 
Road and Bridge Pct. 4.
 Annual fi nancial and com-
pliance report for Juvenile 
Probation Department.
 Cooke County Library’s 
accreditation in State Library 
System Application for fi scal 
year 2020.
 Auction proceeds from 
March 2021 sale of sheriff  
offi  ce vehicles of $26,876 
and Commissioner Pct. 2 
of $69,967 after auctioneer’s 
fi ve percent commission.
 Donation of $440 from 
the 3rd Saturday Quilting 
class to the Cooke County 
Library to be used for items 
in the Blessing Box.
 Donation of $4.40 to the 
Cooke County Library from 
anonymous donors.
 Appointment of Lake Ray 
Roberts Planning and Zon-
ing Commission members 
for a period from Feb. 1, 
2021 through January 30, 
2023.
 Renewal of application for 
public offi  cials professional 
liability coverage between 

Cooke County EMS and 
Texas EMS Education.
 Voting machine rental ser-
vice agreement with the city 
of Gainesville for the May 1 
general election.
 Surplus by salvage of Mo-
torala XTS 1500 handheld 
radio from the sheriff ’s offi  ce.
 Approval of surplus by 
trade-in of a 2015 Dodge 
ambulance.
 Cancellation of Westlaw 
internet access contract be-
tween county attorney’s of-
fi ce and Th omson Reuters.
 Approval of subscription 
agreement county attorney’s 
offi  ce and LexisNexis.
 No action was taken on a 
proposal from Schindler El-
evator Corporation to trou-
ble shoot the elevator at the 
Kress Building.
 County Judge Steve 
Starnes also recognized Pct. 
4 Commissioner Leon Kl-
ement on his birthday.
 Th ere were no public com-
ments on agenda items. Th e 
commissioners also recog-
nized Cooke County Public 
Safety Telecommunicators 
and declared National Public 
Safety Telecommunicators 
week in Cooke County. 
 Catherine Krantz the 
Cooke County Economic 
Development Planner and 
Municipal Solid Waste Pro-
gram Manager for Texoma 
Council of Governments 
provided an update on the 
household hazardous waste 
collection event set for April 
24 at the Cooke County Fair 
Barn. She noted offi  cials will 
accept, “latex paint up to ten 
gallons per person, things like 
pesticides, household chemi-
cals, motor oil, oil paint, etc., 
also electronics anything that 
runs on electricity, comput-
ers, printers, TVs, phones.” 
TVs with tubes will not be 
accepted, she noted, adding 
“Only the fl at screen kind.”
 Also accepted will be four 
street-legal tires without rims 
including truck tires but no 
ATV or tractor tires. Service 
will be by appointment only, 
she added. “Th at’s so no one 
has to wait in line more than 
about fi ve minutes,” she said.
 Commissioners opened 
and closed a public hearing 
on various lots in Th e Refuge 
at Moss Lake in Pct. 4. And 
approved the replat of vari-
ous lots in Th e Refuge along 
with replat of part of Lot 22 
and all of Lots 23 and 24 of 

Whispering Hills Estate Sec-
tion 2 at Moss Lake in Pct. 4.
 Th e commissioners also 
approved a bid award for 
Cooke County Road Ag-
gregate Bid to North Texas 
Crushed Stone, Cooke 
County Crushed Stone, 
Tri-County Materials, JR 
Th ompson, Hardrock Mate-
rial, Johnny’s Dozer Service, 
Dolese Bros and Sustainable 
Pavement Technologies for 
a period beginning April 1, 
2021 through March 31, 
2022.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved submission of an ap-
plication and resolution to 
the Offi  ce of the Attorney 
General Crime Victims Ser-
vices for the Victim Coordi-
nator Liaison Grant for fi scal 
year 2022-2023.
 Also approved were David 
Flusche and Ronny Young 
as the at-large representative 
and the groundwater pro-
vider representative to the 
North Texas Groundwater 
Conservation District for a 
four-year.
 “I think they’re doing a 
fi ne job,” Klement said, mak-
ing a motion to accept keep-
ing the candidates on the 
ground water board.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved an item to accept 
$4,932 from Tariq Malik 
in exchange for the county’s 
conveyance of 600 square 
feet off  Main Street lots to 
resolve encroachment and 
approval of county judge 
executing all documents to 
complete the transfer.
 Th e commissioners voted 
against painting the Cooke 
County Juvenile Probation 
building. 
 Starnes said the building 
should be repainted. “Rick 
[Kerr] estimated the cost 
would be around $500 in 
paint,” Starnes said.
 “If we paint it ourselves 
it would be around $500 or 
$600 in paint,” Kerr said. 
He also noted the building 
should have new screens at a 
cost of $1,000 to $1,500.
 However, Kerr said his 
question is, “What’s the plan 
for the building? For years, 
I’ve been told to just keep 
it operating and don’t spend 
any extra money because 
the plan was that it’s  going 
away.”
 Pct. 2 Commissioner Ja-
son Snuggs said as he un-
derstands it, the building is 

slated for removal.
 “Th at’s kind of what we 
hashed out the last few 
years,” Klement said, add-
ing “Th at was the original 
discussion we’ve had…. 
We’ve been talking about if 
we could ever fi nd a building 
to replace that building… 
[the lot] would be good for 
additional parking, and it’s 
not that good of a building. 
So I’d like to hold off  on that 
until we fi nally hammer out 
what we’re going to do.”
 Regarding a bid for re-
pair/replacement to dam-
aged county building roofs, 
Cooke County Maintenance 
Director Ricky Kerr said 
Scott Franklin has submitted 
his specifi cations to the Texas 
Historical Commission. “Th e 
(THC) is reviewing it at this 
point,” Kerr said. “And when 
they do their assessment… 
then they will move forward 
with vetting contractors and 
at some point there will be a 
meeting here, a contractor’s 
meeting and we’ll work from 
there but right now it’s in the 
court of the THC to assess 
the specifi cations that he’s 
put forth.”
 Kerr noted the repairs are 
for the courthouse and the 
courthouse annex building. 
 No action was taken on 
the item.
 No action was taken re-
garding the Kress Building, 
the annex building and the 
county radio communica-
tion system.
 Klement said he’s con-
cerned about the possible 
relocation for county offi  ces 
from the courthouse. “I still 
don’t want to move,” he said. 
“You’re still going to have 
trouble with the historical 
commission. I have reached 
out to them, and I can share 
that with you at another 
time. No sense in wasting 
time today but we have to 
ask for permission to move 
a historical offi  ce out of [the 
courthouse],” he said. “I’ve 
got a copy of the contract 
that was signed in 2008 that 
says all these historical offi  ces 
will stay in here, and you’re 
breaking the contract if you 
move the district court or the 
court at law or the county 
judge.”
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